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thought robe, *tis, 08 ie, 


hard matter 'to make good. 


To-praceed therefore ia thecaſteſtand gies thod 
I can, 1 propoſe to ſum.ypallthat I think neal to be faid 
upon it under theſe following heads: 

1. What's the profef# Dottrive and Þ radtice of the Church 
of Rome, us. to Invocationaf, Saints f 
Jpread in the Charch 2 


2. On what.occafion i 


oh 
3. That there gage, aft 
4+ That there js mo proof far #t 


DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


InNvocationof SAINTS. 


A Mongſt many other very corrupt ang errongous - 
& DoGcrines of the Remaniſts, the Church of Eng- 
land in her twenty ſecond 
of Iruocation of Saints, as a fond thing, vainly invented, and 
grounded upon no warrantry of S 


and 
pF 


firſt three hundred years, antimore. 


 gainſt it, 


evident proof in Scripture .a- 


A 2 


Article condemns that 
cripture, hut rather - 
waut to the Word of God ; and inher Learned Homily a- 
ys the Perilof Idolatry paſles yet\a mah ſevererCen- 

ureupon it, and makesall thoſe that believe and pratiſc 
dolatry that was amongit Etbuioks 
and Gentiles, How ſharp foever this charge 
of our Church, arid what 1 þelieve us the Truth, and ao 


ef (por #t Scripture. 
7 Lago ” the 


may be 


6. That 
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6: That the Fathers of the firf4 and pureff 


' tings againf? it. | 
7. That the Dofrine and Praftice of Saint- Invocation is 
Impious and Idolatrous. 


_—_— 


I. What's the profeft Doftrine and Praftice of the Church 
of Rome, as to Invocation of Saints ? 5 


'. A N Account of this I ſhall give you firſt. in general, 
* CA asit is ſet doiwn in the Decree of the 7; OB 
cl, and. then lay it before you more at large, diſtributed 
under feveral particulars. . DR | 


In'the ewenty fifth. Seſſion of that pack'd 'Synod, we 
have its: Decree inf theſe'Words : 7hat all Biſhops "WI 
Paſtors that have' the Care of Souls, do diligently inſtruft 
their Flock, that it is Good and Profitable, Humbly to-Pra 
anto the Saints, and to have recourſe to cir Prayers, Hel 
-and-Aid : And then toreinforce the 
denounces an Anathema againſt all thoſe who ſhall find 
fault with it, or reftiſe: to prattiſe it; So that-now who: 
ſoever ſhall be ſo hardy as to think and teach the contra- 
ry, to ſay, tiaeither it ought not to be done, or that it's 
a fooliſh th todo'it ; that the prattice is little leſs than 


bligation of ir, It 


Idolatry, repugnant'to/the'Dorine of the' Scriptures, - 


hugely derogatory to'the Glory of God as ſole Goverriour 
of the World, and highly -injurious to: the *Honour of 
Chriſt as the only Mediatour betwixt God and Man, does, 
inthe judgment of that Church, zbint impiouſly ; and if the 
Pope's. Power ' as well as his\ Infallibility does-not!-fail 
him, he muſt be Curft"and-Damni'd for” it:* | Burt, for 
-once;not to be frighted with-this'vain Thutider.-I ſhall pro- 
ceed in due place, by God's aſliſtance, to prove all the 
| RA fore« 


ter three hundred, are all expreſs and poſitive in their wri- 
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foregoing particulars apainſt it, when Thave' givett you 
yet a faller difcription of it, Firſt then,” - | 

x. The leaſt and moſt exeuſable thing in this Do&rine 
and Pratice' is, to 'Pray to Saints to Pray for them: 
Thus much 1s not onely confeſt by them, but made the 
pretence to bring off this DoQtrine without the Charge of 
Idolatry and Creature-Worſhip: We do no morein Pray- 
ing to Saints departed, fay they, than one living Chri- 
ſtian does-to another, when he fay$, Pray Sir, Pray for 
me, or remember me in your Prayers. But, was this in- 
deed the true meahing; of-ſuch Devotions, it's ſo far from 
being any juſtification of them, that the Apology'it ſelf 
1s ſinful, and admitting the excuſe; the PraGtice no leſs to 
be condemned. For; * 

When they Pray'to Saints departed to Pray for them, 
thoſe  Saints'do either hear* their Prayers and become 
-acquainted with their deſites,' or they. do not ; If they 
do hear all-rhofe Prayers that are-put up to them at 
the ſame time* by- innumerable perſons, and that in far 
diſtant places, what's this but to aſcribe to them that U- 
-biquity and Omnipreſence, that's" ſolely , peculiarly , 
and incommunicably in God? If they- do not, then 
its very abſurd” and. ridiculous, and a great abuſe of 
that reaſon God hath given mea 'for ' other ends than 
'to trifle with , to *Pray-to them, For, to what pur- 
poſe ſhould they Pray to them that -car't: hear them”? 
Why ſhould they beſeech thoſe to: be their Advocates 
to God, and recommend their particular caſes to Him, 
whoſe. caſes they cannot, by any way that we know 
of, come to underſtand 2 As for their-learning and ſee- 
ing all things in the Glaſs of the Frinity, or learning 
them-by particular revelation-:from God; ' as God -has 
declared no ſuch: thing tous; ſo is it not! to be known 
bythe Light of Nature, but the: contrary is very pro- 
bable, if. not.certain; as ſhall be made to appear _ 

| | eque 


L. 
ſequel of this /Diſcourſe. It is not denyed but that 
bleſſed Spirits who are fafely landed upon the Shore, 
do Pray for their Partners who are {till behind beating it 


.on the Waves; it is not denied but that Saints 1n Heaven 


may pray in particular to God for their Friends and Re- 


lations,' whole neceſſities and infirmities they were well 


acquainted with before they left the Body : ſo 'twas a- 
greed betwixt St. Cyprianand Cornelzus, that who went 
firſt to Glory, ſhould be mindful of the others condition 
to God; for, why ſhould their Memories or their Chari- 
ty be thought to be le in Heaven than they were on 


Earth 2 We know 'twas the'prattice of forme good Men 
1n the Primitive times to recommend themſelves to the 
Prayers of the Saints, that is, to deſire God to hear the 
Prayers that the Saints in Heaven did make in their be- 


halt; and to apply themſelves to the Martyzsa little be- 
fore their ſuflerivg, when they themſelves wereentredin- 
£0 bliſs, to intercced with-God for thoſe who were yet on 
the way paſſing thither with fear and trembling. . But 


now is-there nodifference betwaxt the Sajnts intercefiions - 


for us and-our Invocation of them? betwixt their Pray- 
ang for us in Heaven, and our Praying to them on Earth ? 
Is there no difference betwixt one living Chriſtian Pray- 
ingeo another to Pray for him, who hears his requeſt and 
who is acqueinted with his condition, and our addreſſing 
to Saints departed, to Pray for us, who know 'us not, and 
who are ignorant of our ftate? _ 


Again, when they pray to Saints departed,-they do it 
with all theRites and Solemmities of a Religious Worſhip, 
in Sacred Offices, upon their Knees, wath uncovered 
Heads, with Hands,and Eyes lifted up, in:times antl;places 


dedicated zo God's Worſhip ; 'now, though.it ſhould be - 


4rae, that they do no.more than 


pray to Samtsto 


pray:for 


them, yet doing-it-in that: manner, with:ſuch External 
AQs of Devotion that ate confeſt to be the lame where- 
with 
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with we'call on God, I do not ſee, how they can be exz 
cuſed, even onthis-account, from attributi hee —_ | 
to the Creature, which is-due onely to the Creator. As - 
God is owned to be infinite in himſelf, and to Woe in in- 
communicable PerfeRions, ſo there ought to be ſome- pe- - 
culiar and appropriate Ads and Signs of Worſhip to ſig- 
nify that we do inwardly ſo eſteem and believe of G 
and when theſe are once determined by rhe Law of God. 
or the univerſal reaſon and conſent of Mankind, the ap- 
piying them to any elſe but him, is a plain violating his 
Pecultarities, and robbing him of his Honour, And now 
in this _— alfo, I Jr. diſcern how the Romifſh = 
cation of Saints is of the farne nature with our R | 
our Fellow-Members to Pray for us? For (not to ur 
on again the ce of theſe, and the abſence of the 0- * 
= 5 _ no difference betwixt my deſiring an emi- 
a Chriſtian to pray for me, and falfting down 
on my knees with Hands and Eyes lifted up, and that in 
2 Temple, 80 him, with thet ft> Would not every 
good man that has aay regard' &r the Honour of Gog, 
| wee. Avogy his deteſtation of ſuch ah aQtion ? bu rh 
not fay to me, as St. Peter to Cornelius falling | 
before him, Srandup, 7 my 
Noo with St. Pao! have' re 


if alſo am a-man ?- te 
EE ee pers 
out to nie/as eto of Lys- 
ſtra; the Gimme Honours to him and Batncbla, 
wherewith they Worſhip'd their Gods, Why do ye theſe - 
things, 'we alſo are men- of like þ, with you £ As the 
-Samts uy Heaven cannot be-ſup Seed rate knythiogof , 
their Love 'and/Charity. rewards ophite Fellow-Members - 
by goingthirher, ſo neither eanthey be thought to abare 
of their zeal and fervour forthe Honour of God, 
and therefore certainly what they did and wouſd have re- 
_ "fuſed hereon Earth, they muſt wichhigherdegreesof ab-- 
| horrence rexect now they are in Heaven..: 
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CY if this'be al chep 


orms have been complained-of, has got the ſenſesFithet 
been better expreſt e Whence, I pray, ſbould we takethbe 
meaning of ſuch Prayers but from the uſual fignification 


of the Words > But, if nat; why has-no Inquiſition paſt 
upon them > Why have-not thegroſſeſt and rankeſt! for 
Superſtition and encroaching, on the Prervgative.of God, 
been expunged and. blotted! out? Why all this while: has 
there been noreview, no comments upon ther;-no,cauti= 
ons and inſtruions written and bound up with their Bre- 
viaries, Roſariesand Hours, that the People might kriow 
how-to underſtand them 2: If the form of words'in their 
Saint-Invocation be; the: lame: that,-is-uſed tO: Godzz but 
their ſence and meaning otherwiſe,” why don't: they: tel 
this to the World, and make their Explieation as Rk 
and.as general.as the Prayers ? Vir 


We Neb pee ka x Soren of ts = 


TN His F_ Praye;not- wa to dre for 


ſup be they want, but to Saints themſelves for thoſe-ve 

at large.jathe.next particular, 
'P "They -Pray, to Saunts: departed for thoſe! veryble(- 
ſings that. none but Godicangiwe.;; To:what purpoſe elſe 
do they adviſeus to, fly,- not; ongly to thein Prayers, but 
their help and aſſiſtance ; Tony - Arr help and aſteftance, 
would NY been meas by ther ſuperfluous, was not ſome- 
thing elſe.x By: lr DNAs __ abatr of _ 


Prayers. 


'To 


ll thr eveial 
Offices of Devotions to Saints, fv that the fy ot 
po. for them unto God,; why in, all this;time. chat; 


unto God, in order to,theobtaining of hin ſuc J= 


- "EF3 
'*To'what: purpoſe elſe do. they pray to'them to viſit Proeri wni, 
them, to make haſte. and come to them, did they not_ex. 9s: 
pect ſome other aid and aſſiſtance from them, than bare 
praying for them? For that certainly might have been 
better and more conveniently performed 1n Heaven, be- 
fore the Face of God. ! | | 

To what purpoſe elſe in ſome particular caſes” do 
they put up their Addreſſes to one Saint rather than to 
another, according as- in this World they were famous, 
either. for ſome eminent Grace ſhining in them, or for 
ſome ſtrange Cure or extraordinaryDeliverance wrought 
by them, * but onely, that they: believe and truſt, that 
thoſe who did ſuch great things on Earth, are much more 
willing and able to do them now they are in Heaven, 
where, while other Graces ceaſe, Charity and Benefi- 
cence are-perfeQed, and abide for ever ? 

Thus becauſe: St. Roch was ſignally Charitable in af- 
fiſting thoſe' who were infected with-the Plague, there- 
fore do they call upon him-.in times. of Infection ; be- 
cauſe St. Apollonia had all her Teeth ſtruck out for her 
undaunted Confeflion-of the Faith of Jefus, therefore do 
they fly to her for caſe againſt the Rage of Teeth ; be- 
cauſe St. George was by Profeſſion a Souldier, and re- 
nown'd for wonderful. Atchievements, therefore have 
they recourſe to him. for Aſſiſtance againſt Enemies. - 
*Tis true; was.it lawiul to: Addreſs to any at- all, this 
might be a ſuſficient'reaſon,” why they Addreſs to this 
rather than to anather'Saint, becauſe his or her former 
ations or ſufferings do: beſt ſuit and befit their preſent 
caſe ; but, being not ſure that theſe and ſuch like Ca- 
nonized Saints:'of the Rowiſh Church, are Saints in Hea- 
ven, ' being ſure, if they are, they can't hear us, nor 
know our-particulariState, much leſs beſtow health and 
deliverance upon us ;  whileſt we Love and Honour the 
Memory of Saints indeed, my ought to call onely ul -7 


- FRI 
God, who onely is a preſent help in time of need, and the 
Saviour of them that put their truft inhim. ; 
But to put this out of doubt, it will not be amiſs 
to ſet down ſome of their Forms of Devotion to Saints 
departed : And here, not to rake for them 1n ſome ob- 
ſcure Authors that have privately ſtole into the World, 
I ſhall necd go no-farther than the preſent Reman Bre- 
viary, Corrc&ed and Publiſhed by the Decree and Or- 
der of the Council of Trent. The Bleſſed Virgin is 
there Invocated in the Feaſt of the Aſſumption, For 
ftrength againft Enemies ; and in the Hyrmn frequently 
uſed in her Office, ſhe is not only called the Gaterof Hea- 
ven, but intreated to looſe the bonds of the Guilty, to 
* 0 ſelix putr- give light zo the Blind, to drive away our evils, to obtain 
pubertnr ; i.re £oodl: things for us, and to ſhew ber ſelf to be a Mother; 
mats impera.( that is, as the Maſs-Book of Pars,. 1634, 1nterprets 
en prork i) * iniright of a Mother to command her Son.. In ano- 


Lakes ta ther place the is ſued to for help to the Miſerable, for 


4 Þ. 359- Not Brength to the Weak, for comfort to the Afflifted, and: 


denied by Na- 


talis Alexan. that all that Celebrate her Feſtivals ms Afpſt ance: 
:bough b? an- And but that 1 faid 1 would not' hunt for matter, 1 
JIN Dae eould: ſend: you to Authors: of. theirs; and not of 'the 
only fo Non leaſt note , where we may read ſuch: Blafphemy as 
robe this: + That God harh given the Virgin Mary half of his 
. buſdamtantum Kingdom. || That the Prayers made to, and by the Saints, 

OI 0 are better. than thoſe made by Chrif$: * That the Mother's 


Hiſt. Eccl, Sec. Mitkts equally to be eſteem d with the Son's Blaod. This 
5 4ifot. 5. . you may take for a/taſt of .that Zyperdalia; that ſuper- 


+ Biel $1 Can, Fefitr'd Service which they put-up to the Bleſſed Virgin ; 


43 1.7. 80. and yet'that to the Apoſtles and other Saints 'of- leſs 
Tin.1.2. diſs, Magnirude 'comes-not much' behind it: St.. Peter is 
; Carol. Scrih inrecated by the Power given'to him. 7o bear their 
Cn _ Frayers, to unty the bonds of their Tniquity, ' aud too 
Chemn. exemp. the Gates of Heaven : all' the 'Apoſtles,' #0 Abfolue ths 


<7 7 ons from their Sins by'their command,” to. Heal-all their Spi- 
Ns ritual. 


[9] 
ritual Maladies, and to increaſe their Virtues. St. Andrew 
is ſupplicated for Patience to bear chearfully the Croſs of 
Chrift ; St, Francis, for De{jverance from the drudgery 
and bondage of Sin; St. Brigit, for Wiſdom again## the 
Snares of the Werld.; St. Nicholas, for Courage againſt the 
aſſaults of the Devil ; St. Agnes, for the chiefeft of Graces, 
that of Charity ; and Sz. Catharine, for all Graces : We 
are taught to Pray to be delivered from Hell, and to 
be made Partakers of Heaven by their Merits ; to fly Breviar. & 
to them as our Patrons and Advocates, to put confi- miſf 
dence in their Interceſſions, and to aſcribe our Mercies 
and deliverances to their Power and Intereſt in God. In 
the Office of Viſitation of the Sick, the Prieft laying 
his right hand upon the head of the ſick Perſon, Prays, 
That Feſus the Son of Mary, and Saviour of the World, _ Fe. 
would for the Merits and Interceſſion of his Holy Apoſtles, _ 
Peter and Paul, and all Saints, be Gracious and Mer Meritis & in- 
ciful to bim : And in another place in the ſame Office, *#!*on 8.5. 
That through the Tnterceſſton of the Bleſſed Virgin, and all 
Saints, he might obtain Eternal Life, Theſe are enough, 
but 1 cannot omit one more, which is a Flower indeed ; 
in the Office about the Sacrament of Penance, there is 
found this remarkable Prayer : 7he Paſſion of our Lord g «,,. 


F efus Chr it 5 the Merzts of the Bleſſed JP, roin Mary, de Sacram. pre - 


and of all Saints, and whatſoever Good thou hafF done, and "* 
whatſoever Evil thou haft ſuffered, be to thee for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, the Encreaſe of Grace, and the Reward of 
Eternal Life. And now kt the Reader judge, if this be 
not to pive the Creature that Worſhip that's due only 
to the Grover, and to feck to obtain thoſe Bleſſings 
from finite Beings, and throngh their procurement, 
which only Almighty God, and his Bleſſed Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, can give unto Men. Ms h 
3. 'Tis the Dodrine of the Church of Rome, that 


| Pace vel ment 
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Saints departed; So the 7rent-Council decreed, fo their. 
Biſhops and Paſtors are enjoyned to teach the People, 
and fo they praCtiſe, this heing a form of Prayer to 
Saints in frequent uſe;amongft them , With the defire 
of our Hearts we Pray unto you, regard the ready Service 
of our Minds. So that gccording to them, Saints depar- 
ted do.not. only hear our Prayers, but know our Hearts. 
alſo; and: indeed. this- is neceſſarily implied in. every 
Prayer that's made to them, viz. that they not onely 
hear the Prayer, but know the diſpoſition of. the Heart: 
from whence it proceeds, otherwiſe the Hypocritical. 
Supplicant muſt be ſuppoſed, as likely to obtain their 
. favour, as the Sincereſt Votary. | 
4. They not only Pray to them with Mental and. 
Vocal Prayer, but. | 
They confeſs.their Sins to them. Very remarkable 
is that. Form. of. Confeſſion in the Reformed Roman 
Ordinar. miſe. Miſlal; 1 confeſs to. Almighty God, to the ever. Bleſſed Vir- 
p, 217 gepz, to Bleſſed Michael, Arch-Angel, to Bleſſed John Ba- 
ptiſt, z0.che ZZoly Apoſtles Peter and.Paul, to all the Saints, 
and. to you, Brethren, that I have Sinned in thought, word 
and deed. 
They make Vows to them ; nothing is more common 
then, at entrance into ſome Religious Orders, thus to ex- 
- Preſs their Devotion: 7 Yow to God.and the Bleſſed Yir- 
gin; then to Vow that their whole life ſhall be devoted 
to the Bleſſed Virgin, or ſome other Saint, according, to 
Francis Alber- that famous pattern, 7 humbly beg.of thee, O Mother of 
tin, as Angel a Clemency, that thou wouldeFF vouchſafe to admit me in- 
uſtod, p, 224. —-- | 
' to the number of thoſe who have devoted themſelves to thee, 
to be. Foy perperes: Servants. Another of this kind, not 
Horſt.in dedic. Much 1nteriour to 1t, we meet with in Horſtius , viz. 7 
ſept. 2p. 83. firmly reſolve henceforth to ſerve thee and thy-Son. with all 
faithfulneſs, and for ever to cleave to thee. | 
They offer up Laud and Praiſe to them, and'intreat 
eas them. 


S 


(1a ] 
them to hear and receive their Thankſgivings; thus to 
St. Fames they pray that he would joyfully hear the acknow- Briv. Rom. in 
Iedments that as right and due they paid to bim. "Tis v.95. Jew: 
ſual wich-their learned. men to conclude their Books with 
Praiſe to God and the Bleſſed Virgin, particularly Yalentia 
and Be/armine, the latter of which thus ends his Book 
concerning. the Worſhip of Saints : Praiſe be to God,and 
to the Bleſſed Virgin, alſo to Feſus Chriſt. Horſtius before {png 
had it, .chee and thy Sor.; .. Bellarmine here, the Bleffed x14. 
Virgin, and then Jeſus Chriſt : whereby we may ſee they, Las deo vir- 
give her notonly an equal part with God in their Prat- 5,7 m ct. 
ſes, but by, placing her before Chriſt, ſeem to giveher ſto. 
ſomewhatzof' Pre-eminence above him. DY 
. 5+; TH&y- appoint Angels. and Saints, Deputigs.and 
Lieutenants tmder God in the Government of theWorld, 
and. ſtick not to make-thern Guardians, . Patrons and 
Patroneſſes over particular Kingdoms, Cities, Churches, 
nd 0g Perſons, The. Scripture indeed. frequently 
aks. of theRogwledge, Preſence, Dignity, occaſional 

liniſtry, and-Embaſſtes ofholy Ne bat that delega- 

tion of power the Romaniſts give: them, whereby they 

make them + ſhare Empire and. Dominion with God. 1n 

the Goverament of the, World,.ca beaslittle rov'd of 

them, as of Saints departed :; howeyer, Tam. chiefly. to 

coaſider their Dodtrine and Prattice in reference.tothe 

latter ; they. teach' the People to. make choiee of one Horſt. parad.” 
'or more. out of. the number of the Saints to be their £9"*/#-2- 
Patrog, to PTE Or to umitate SIS through their 

hands to offer daily their: works to,God, , to\commend 
themſelves xo their proteftion-at all:times, eſpecially in 
Difficulties and 'Femptations ;. they give. to-one Saint 

this Precin&, and to another, .that ; to one, power 
aver this Malady, ;. over. that, to ethers. More of this 

Joo have, drag ia, the te in the fore cnewtipped en: 
<llent Homily of our Church agaiaſt Ido! 


: | Homil. Ido: 


whuch . 
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which 1 ſhall ooly cull ſome Paſſiges;” and refer the 


Reader, for farther ſacisfaRion, to rhe Homily it ſelf +. Ir 


compares fach Saints in the Roman Charth, to whom th 

allot the defence of certain Countries, to the Dii'Tutelares 
of the Gentile Idolaters ;'futh, to whom the ſafety of cer- 
tain Cities are committed, to their Dii Prefides; and 
fuch, to whom Temples and Churches are Builded, and Al- 
tars erefted, to their Dit Patroni ; ir. fells' ww that the 
Rortaniſts have no fewer Saints, than the Heathens had 
Gotls, to whom they-grue the Honour dne to'God ; every Ar- 
tificer 'and Profeſſion has his any Saint as a peculiar 
God : for example, Scholars have St. Nicholas and St. 
Gregory ; Painters, $t. Luke ; neither lack Souldiers 
their Mars; nor Lovers their Venus —_ briſtians, 
The Sea and Waters, amongft the RomaniNs, as wel as 
Cities and Countries, have their ſpecial Saints. to prefide 
over them, as amongft the Fleathens they had Gods : Al 
Difeaſes have their ſpecial Saints as Gods, the Curers of 
them ; the Pox, 8t, Roch ; the Falling-E'oil, $1. Cornelis; 
the Toothath, St. Apollonia : Nether do Beaſts aud Cat» 
He lack their Gods with us; for St. Loy # the Hoyſleach, 
and $t. Anthony the Swineherd, &&c. Where is God's 


og 


Providence antl due Fimonr in the mean time > who faith 


The Heavens be mine, the Earth is mite, the whole World 
and all that therein is: but we have left him nezther Hea- 


| wen, nor Earth,vor Water, nor Country, nor City, Peace nor 


War, to Rule and Govern ; neither Men nor Beaſts, nor 
their Diſeaſes to'cure 5 And, as if we doubted of his ab3- 
tity or will to help, ive joyn to him another Helper, as if he 
were a Noun Adjettive, uſing theſe Sayings ; futh as Learn, 
God and $t.Nicholas be my ſpeed; ſuch as Neeſe, God 
help and St. John; . to the Horſe, God and St. Loy ſave 
thee. Thus are we become like Horſes and Mules, that 


' bave no underſtanding. Oh Heavens ! + trnt4d F What 


Madneſs and Wickedneſi againſt God, are Mev fallen into? 


What 


[13] 
Whot. Aifhonour do the Creatures to their Creator and 
Maker 2 . This 1.not wriften td reproach the Saints, but 
to condemn the Feoliſhnels and Wickedneſs of. Men, who 
make. of the true Servants of God,  faiſe Gods, by attribu- 


ting to them the Power ani Eonour which is Gods, and 
due to him. only. | 


IH. On what occaſion this Dotrine and Prattice began and 
». * -, -- ſpread in theCharche 


)Rreat. was the Honour the Primitive Chriſtians 
F had for their Martyrs and Confeſlors ; they fre- 
quented their Tombs, erected Altars on the places of 
their burial, bighly eſteemed their Bones and Reliques ; 
here they rehearſed their good works done in their life- 
time,. and their Faith, Patience, and Conſtancy ſhewed 
at Death ; here they-bleſſed God for that Grace that 
was given them, and for that good- that accrued-to- 
themſelves by their example.; here they propoſed their 
Virtues for imitation, and hadtheir own Piety and Zeal. 
enflamed-by the remembrance of them: and the Chri- 
tian: Cauſe being then haraſſed.on every ſide by impla-- 
cable Enemies, the Malice of the Few, and the Subtilty 
ofthe Greek, and the Power of the Roman: combining. 
with their united force:to deſtroy and'root it up,it plea. 
{ed God;not.anly by the demonſtrationof a Divine pow- 
erin the Apoſtles and their. immediate Succeflors,whilſt 
they were alive, but alſo by many wonderful things: 
_ at:their Tombs when'they were dead, and - Ag 
bly anſwering;Prayersithat were there puti up-to-him, 
RS of eh ade to:dechre his. 
approbation of the ſufferings of! his'Servants, and:toen- 
courage: others'to Seal the Do@rine of the Goſpel with: 
their Bloud/as they had done:.' To them in/a-particular- 


- _— 4 id — 
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dy chat of: the'&poſtle-be applied; Whom God 
did foreknow; them be id predeftinate-to be conformed to 


Ver. 28 the Image of his Son; and whom he did predeſtinate, them 


he called; and whom be called, "them he juſtified ; and whom 
he juſtifred;\thew be glotified;:- The Apoſtle having ſaid 
in the verſe before, We know that a/l things work together 
for good unto them that love God, to them who are called 
according to his purpoſe ; adds, as a proof of what he had 
ſaid, whoms. he did foreknow, would be'perſons of Great 
and Noble minds, /and\fo fit for:the work, them he did 
predeſtinate to be _—_ to the Image of his Son, them 
he did decree to ſuffer for his fake, and by-ſuffterings to 
be made conformed-to his: Son,” who was "made perte 
through ſufferings ; and whom he did predeſtinate, them 
he alſo called, them. in due timethtie aQually.called forth 
to ſuffer: for his Name ; aud whom be called them hs jii- 
ſlified,,them he approved of as faithful Senvants; as loyal 
Souldiers, as invincible Champions of Fruth and Kigts 
teouſneſs ; and: whom he juſtified.ithem he-glorified, then 
he crowned with Honour: and: Renown here, . and with 
immortal Glory. hereafter:i' This: was'the Teſtimony 
God: bore to : the: Apoſtles. and+rfirſt Biſhops of: 'the 


Church, to the: Authority they chad received; to: the - 


— Dodtrine they taught, and for which they died ; this 
was the Honour the: Primitive Chriſtians deſervedly 
ſhewed-to their victorious! Martyrs ; [they did not Ins 

 vocate ther,” but Loved:their Memories, Commenio- 
rated their Virtues, and Bleſſed God: for their Example; 


© Cultus efficie- they performed to them not any part of Religious Wor- 


ſus diletions, 


= ſocietetis, MP that was due toGod only, but ( as they called it ) 


-ſtcialis obſer- an officious Worſhip, a Worſhip of Love: and $ ociety, a ſpe- 


__ n_ cial and particular obſer vance, a reſpett- convenient and pro» 


lib. 20. 211 per,and Which they corild not but think was due torhem 
© arms On the account of the great ſervice they had done to the 


» mumzz Cauſe of Chriſt, and:the more thaniordinary worthand 


Jus excellency that ſhined in them, But 
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But afterwards in fucceeding Ages, when thraugh 
the good Providence of God, and Favour of Cexftantime 
the Great, the Church had reſt and eafe, and Profptrity 
began to dawn upon it, the Devil finding he could: not 
prevail over the Chriſtian Faith by fiery trials and tem» 
ptations, betook himſelt to other, more ſecret it may be, 
but equally dangerous pe ok and by working on 
the ſtrong inclinations and aftections of men to eaſe and 
ſoftneſs, he too — attempted to deprave and 
corrupt it by looſe and ſuperſtitious Do@rines: moſt 
men are for ſome kind of Religion whether the Devil 
will or no, which, becauſe he cannot hinder, he labours 
what he can, it may be ſuch, that whilſt it pretends fair, 
may do them bur little good ; and men are forward e- 
novgh to cloſe with that which offers, at carrying them 
to Heaven, on the eafieſt terms. The Church being 
now out of Perſecution,and Riches and Honours attend- 
ing that/Profeſſion, for which ſuch Multitudes had loſt 
all, and endured the Flames, the People began to be more 
looſe and vain in their converſations, than when they 
ſtill expefted Martyrdom : now they began to place 
their Religion in ſhews and pretences more than in a ſin- 
cere and ſubſtantial Piety ; and whereas before they 
were wont to frequent the Tombs of the Martyrs, that 
at the ſight of the place their AﬀeCtions might be raifed, 
their Devotions enlivened, and their Faith and Charity 
receive farther degrees of warmth and heat from their 
burning and ſhining Examples; now they placed all their 
Religion in the bare outward obſervance of that Solemni- 
ty, andtook more care to honour the Saints by their lof- 
ty Praiſes and Commendations of them, than to become 
Saints themſelves'by-unitating their Graces and Virtues; 
and that, what was wanting 1n,the one, they might 
make up in the other, they now began to fall intomany 
ſuperſtitious Conceits  L concerning _ to 

| | ; real 


- 
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break ont into too laviſh, and indeed extravagant ex- 
preſſionsof their worth, and to fly too high in their Pa- 
negyticks and Laudatory Orations: Now they began 

To attribute the Miracles done at the Martyrs Tombs, 
to the Martyrs own Power, or at leaſt Mediation with 
God. The common People obſerving, that many Cures 
were wrought upon thoſe, that at thoſe Monuments ap- 
plied themielves to God, were led by degrees to look 
upon them as ſo many Teſtimonies of the Martyrs great 
Intereſt in the Court of Heaven, and inſtead of begging 
relief of God, to ſpeak diretly to the Martyrs. them- 
ſelves: 

To fancy that the Souls of Martyrs were always ho-. 
vering about their Tombs and Aſhes, and ſo joyned their 
Interceſſions with the Prayers of Chriſtians that were 
put up to God in thoſe places ; fo 'twas objefted by Y;- 
gilantius to St. Fierom : 

To wiſh that the Martyrs would Pray for them: ſo 


Oret pro nobis Ehey cried out in the Council of Chalcedon, Let Flavia- 


Elaviankss 


Commendave 
20s orationi, 


St. Auſt, 


© TK <2 On. 
Naan. Orat, 
3. in 7ulian, 
& Sc ov us 

\ Hf nwariegy 
63 xy Ov. 
Orat. und, in 
Gorgon. + 


nus Pray for w : and in Theodoret's Hiſtory of the Lives 
of the Fathers, we find in the cloſe-of moſt of them, (tho 
ſome think them-not to-be_ his words, but Additions and 
Inſertions afterwards: ) 7 wiſh and defire that by their In- 
terceſſion I may obtain Divine help. | 
Tocommend themſelves to the Martyrs Interceflions, 
to beg to- be heard: for their ſakes, to be helpt by their 
Prayers, .to be vouchſaft the effe&s of the Prayers that 
were made by them, in behalf.of the Church. below : 
To-Pray to. them upon ſuppoſation, if they heard or 
knew what was done here below : Hear, oh thou Soul 
of- Great Conſtantius! fays St. Gregory Nazzanzen, if thou 
haft any underſtanding of theſe things. The like he hath 
in his Funeral Oratiqn which he made upon his Siſter 
Gorgonia : If thou haft any care of things done by us, aud 
Holy Souls, receive this Honour from God that they have 
| any 


nt] 
any feeling of ſuch things as theſe, receive this Oration of 
OUS. : 

By ſuch ſteps and degrees as theſe, the frequenting 
the places where the Martyrs were enſhrined, and ho- 
nouring their Names and Memortes,. was turned into 
ſuperſtitious Devotion, and that ſoon ended in folemn 
and down-right Invocation. 

To all this we may add, what a Learned, Author of pr. Tenips. 
our own has ingeniouſly gueſt, that the great compli- 
ance and yielding of the Roman Chriſtians in this par- 
ticular to thoſe Northern Nations, the Goths and Yay- 
dals, when they invaded and over-rua the Empire, did 
not a little contribute to raiſe and propagate this Saint» 
Worſhip. and Invocation in the Church ; of all the Hea- 
then - Nations none were more Zealouſly Devoted to 
the Worſhip of Demons, than thoſe were, whereof he 
gives many Teſtimonies ; now it's not improbable that 
the Chriſtians, to mollifie their fierce natures, and to 
induce them the more readily to embrace Chriſtianity, 
might indulge them till that Pratice, excepting onely 
the Obje& of their Worſhip, giving them real Saints and 
Holy. Angels inſtead of their teigned and impure Deities ; 
and that which makes this the more probable is, that their 
Invaſion and ſtay in 7taly, and the rife and growth of 
Demon-Worſhip there, jump exactly as to time,and both 
bear Date from the Fourth and Fifth Centuries. 


— 


II. That there is not the leaf proof for it from Scripture. 


T. Nd here we are firſt to take notice, that it 1s Bel. de Sanf. 


freely confeſt by ſome of their own Learned Mein Gs 


Divines, that there is no expreſs Text, cither in the Old ;, Eckius Ex- 


or New Teſtament, for this Doctrine and: Practice ; #ir. T_ 


And is it not hard to make ___ an Article of Faith, _ din. duPerrom 
2 as 


ES? 
"SE 


hasno foundation to fland on it-chre word of God 2 or to; 
make that a Duty, that has no Law nor San&tion to bind 
us to the PraRite of it 2 Were not rhe Scriptures writ- 
| 2 Tim. 3: 15) ten fo Wake Wen wiſe wnro Salvation, and ro inſtrutt them 
f an throughly unto all good works.e Were they not written that 
' Jobn 20. 3% we awight believe,and belitving might bave eternallife ? Do 
ik not theApoſiles ſay,they have matle known-to Men the whole 
wil of God, and kept nothing hid from them 2 Do they not 
abound in earneſt Exhortations to pray, to pray always to- 
pray withoat ceaſing, with all Prayer £ 'Havethey nor left 
frequent DireAions tor the right performance of it, in a 
1 Cer. 144 Languagerhatallvbat hear mayunderſtand;with pure hands, 
i 4 Faith, without woath and doubting 2 And now 'can we 
if imagine after allthis, that, had Invocation of Seentsbeen 
i fo 'good and profitable a Duty, or that it had been fo great 
| Cattch. Ron. A Critne, ſo much as to: doubt-of the Bleſſed Pirgin's 
i 584: Merits. and Ability to help, that they would have beun 
Mi wholly ſitent as to this'matrer 2 Were mot the Apoſtles 
gnided by 'the Holy Spirit of God? Muſt they not 'be 
i ſappoſed 'fto have as hearty a 'concern, and -as burning a 


zeal for the Salvation 'of Souls; znd the Glory of 'God, 


| | as the Trent Fathers had 2-- And now, had this Pradtite 


ſtriAnels, as they have done to all Bithops and Paſtors, 
to inſtru& their Flocks in the Piety and Uſefulnels of it > 


= Have not the Apoſtles both by their Precept atid Ex- 


ample enjoyned Chriſtians ts beg the Prayers of one a- 


nother, whilſt they are in theBody? Have they notpre. 


ſcribed the fick man, as'the moſt Soveraign Receipt, to 


Fin. $14 have recourſe to the Prayers of the Elders of the Charch 2 


What reaſon then can be'given, that we have not'any 


bid < | Une Exattiple or Precepr'to fly to'the Prayers of Saints. 
Sn - de». 


ll been fo highly inſtrumental 'to. promote both theſe, as. 
Ul that Synod would 'have us believe, is it to be imagitied: 
that every orie' of theth would have quire forgor it, und- 
neglected to have given 'it if _ with as much. 
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departed, to their help and aſſiſtance, as the more pre: 
vailing and meritorious, but only this, that rhey are 
not in a capacity to hear our Requeſts, or to know our 
Condittons? Nay, had our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
intended this Saint-Invocation as a neceſſary Chriſtian 
Daty, it would have needed a more expreſs command 
and penalty to have inforced its obligation, than moſt 
other Daties of Chriſtianity, ſince it was altogether a 
thing new to the Fews, and what had never been practi- 
fedby them : for though ſometimes m their Prayers 
to God, they beſonght him to remember A#raham, 
aac, and Facob, that 1s, his own covenant and promiſe he 1,4.1.55,12, 
had made with and ro them ; yet they never uſed them 73: 
as Interceſfors, 'or ſaid, Holy Abraham, or Holy Iſaac, Tr 9 
Pray for us. 

But to blunt the edge of this Argument that they 
themſelves have put into our hands again(t ir, they tell 
us, *twas trot for any tittrinſick Evil in_the thing, but 
for ſome particular reffons relating to the times of the 
Old Teftament, and rhe firſt Ages of the New, that it 
was not meritioned and enjoyned 1n Scriptnre ; but if 
the Reaſonsproduced'by thern do hold withequal force 
againſt it promiſcuouſ]y in all Ages, as well as againft 
4t, thief certainly 'the Main reaſon 'why it's 'no-where 
preſcribedin Scripture;is, thatit tight at no time be put. 
inprattice. The Reaſons 'they pive are chiefly two. 

For the 'Old Teſtament, -they\fxy it's not there en- 
joyned, 'becaiiſeithe Patriarehs and Saints departed, du- 
ring thitt'diſpen{tivn, 'were not admitred into the Bea- 
tifick Vition, and fo coult 'invt ordifarily underſtand 
thePrayers of 'the Living; bur, it for ought'we know,. 
Abraham, Tſauc, and Facob, are Atillin the fame Limbo, 
or pkce dfReft 'they wetit 'to ar firſt, or if our Saviour 
atthis-aſtenſion-into Heaverrdid 'igive them a happy de- 
liverarce;and took thetn' up with him 'mro*the _ 

nate. 


diate preſence of God, 1 
ſtand the deſires of the Living any more than they did 
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t's not certain, that they under- 


before, then there is as much reaſon not. to Invocate 
them now, as there was not to do it then. Many of 
the Romaniſts will not have the Saints in Heaven come 
to know the deſires of their Living Votaries by the be- 
nefit of the Beatifick Vaſion which they enjoy, bur by 
particular Revelation from God ; and if fo, then the Old 
Teſtament-Worthies were as capable of it, and conſe- 
quently there was as much reaſon to Pray unto them 
before-our Saviour's coming, when they were but in 
Paradiſe, as afterwards when by his glorious Victory 
and Triumph over Death they were exalted into Hea- 
ven, ſince God could have revealed the requeſts of their 
Supplicantsalike to them in all places, in one as well as 
another : beſides, conſidering the great eſteem and ve- 
neration the Fews ever had for thoſe great Men, the 
Founders of their Nation, Abraham, Iſaac, Faceb, Moſes, 
Foſhua, and others, had rhere been no evil in the thing, 
no reaſon can be given why it was not preached to the 
Fews by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, as the moſt like- 
ly Argument to win them to embrace the Chriſtian 
Religion. 
For the New Teſtament, they fay, *tis not there en- 
joyned, becaule it would have been a great offence and 
ſcandal to the new-converted Gentiles, and have given 
them an occaſion to think, that they had only changed 
their Gods, but not their Religion ; that the Chriſtian 
DoQtrine was only a device of the Apoſtles to thruſt out 
their old Demons and FZeroes, and to put in themſelves ; 
that as thoſe had hitherto been Worſhipt for the great 
ſervices'and benefaQtions they did in this preſent World, 
ſo uy for the future might have the ſame Honour 
done them for the full diſcoveries they had made, and 
excellent directions they had given, relating to a future 
and more happy State. '- And 
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And is not this a good Argument, and does it not 
hold ſtill againſt Romiſb Invocation ? Is it not of as 
much force now to caſt it out of the Church, as it was 
then not to bring it in 2 Does it not give infinite of- 
fence to a great part of the Chriſtian World, and is ir 
not eſteem'd, and that juſtly, by them to be the old 
Pagan-Worſhip revived,or ſomething very near it? For 
it 15 not enough to excuſe them from it, that the object 
of their Invocation is not the ſame, that they do not 
with them. pay this Worſhip to the Heathen Deities, 
( who, though in ſome reſpects they had been Patrons 
and BenefaCtors to their Country, were yet in others 
very lewd and unworthy perſons ) but tothe Apoſtles 
of Chriſt and Chriſtian Martyrs, ( who in all reſpeQs 
were highly deſerving of the World ) whilſt they a- 
gree in the ſame at and kind of Worſhip, and give that 
Honour to the Creature, which properly an peculiarly 
belongs to God ; and herein eſpecially did the Pagan. 
Worſhipand Superſtition conſiſt: 

2, We ſhall now examine the* chief. of thoſe Texts 
the Romaniſts produce in the behalt of this Doftrine, and 
let you ſee how little they ſerve to that purpoſe. 

The firſt is, Luke 15. 77 Io. There ſhall be joy in 
Heaven: and again, There ſhall be joy before the Angels 
of God, over one Sinner that repenteth. From whence 
they argue, that it Angels and Bleſſed Spirits rejoyce at 
the Converſion of a Sinner, they muſt know and under- 
ſtand this change that's wrought in them, before they 
can rejoyce at it 3 and if the knowledge of their repen- 
tance reaches them, why not alſo of their Prayers? And 
then if they can hear their Prayers, why may they nor 
be prayed unto ? To this it's anſwered, | 

That this rejoycing, in Heaven is not for the Con- 
verſion of a particular Sinner, but in general. for the 
Redemption. of Mankind. by Jeſus Chriſt ;. and this: 

; appears, 


T 22 } b') 
-ppears more than probable from the parable of the 
loſt Sheep immediately going before, whereof theſe 
words are the concluſion; the Ninety nine Sheep not 
loſt, are the Angels perſevering in their firſt State of 
Innocency ; the Sheep that went aſtray, Adam, and in 
him all his Poſterity that fell from-God ; the Shepherd 
that went to ſeek the loſt Sheep, God himſelf, who 
ſent his Son into the World to ſeek and to fave that 
which is loſt, on whoſe ſhoulders the great Work of 
Mans Redemption was laid ; and for this we are ſure, 
there was joy in Heaven, when a Bleſſed Chore of An- 
gels ſung that Heavenly Anthem at Chriſt's Nativity, 
Glory be to God on high, and on Earth Peace, good wilt 
towards Men. But 
Suppoſing this rejoycing is to be underſtood for the 
Repentance of individual Sinners, it may be obſerved, 
that this joy is not faid to be the joy of Angels, but 
"mw air before the Angels ; intimating that this rejoycing is not 
«22». to beattributed to the Angels, but to God in whoſe 
preſence they (tand, and this Expoſition is countenanced 
by conſidering that it's God that anſwers to the Shep- 
herd 1n the. Parable; as he went to ſeek his ſtraied 
Sheep, and rejoyced at the finding of it, fo it's God that 
by hits Grace and Mercy in Chriſt, recovered Man, and 
rejoyced at the accompliſhment of his own Work. A- 
ain, | 
y If chis Text does imply, that Angels in Heaven know 
when a Sinner is converted, and rejoyce at it, it does 
not follow that they know this by ſome excellent pri- 
viledge and perfeftion of their Nature, whereby alſo 
they are enabled to underſtand even thoſe Mental Pray- . 
ers, that we are told ought to be put up to them ; but 
pailing always betwixt Heaven and Earth, (as was re- | 
preſented unto Faceb in his Divine Viſion on God's Er- 
rands and Embaſſies) thoſe that aſcend from Earth = 
; te 
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fell the joyful News of converted Sinners*to then in 
Heaven ; but they that tell them this, cannot affo ac- 
quaintthem with the inward ſecret defires and cogitati- 
ons of mens hearts, being in a capacity, by obferving in 
men the ſigns and fruits of true Repentance, to know 
the one, but having no way by their own natural pow- 
er to underſtand the other. 
The ſecond place is, Matt. 22. 30. where our Sa- 

viour ſays, That the juft at the Reſurrefion ſhall be as 
the Angels in Heaven: From whence they infer, that 
if our Prayers and Concerns are known to the Angels, 
and they on that account may be Invocated; why 
ſhould they not be known alfo to the Saints departed, 
who are as they, enjoying the ſame bliſsful Viſion of 
God? To this may be returned, 

That we are no more ſure of the knowledge of Angels 
in this particular, than we are of that of Saints, and 
therefore the one ought to be proved before the other 
be granted. The Angels in Heaven ſee indeed the Fate 
of Chrif?'s Father which is in Heaven; but the meaning 
of that is not, that by enjoying the ſight of God's Face, 
they therein ſee and hear all things tranfatted here on 
Earth, but that they are God's Miniſters always attend> 
ing round about his Throne, and waiting before him to 
receive his Commands, and to execute his Pleaſure. 

But was this Knowledge the Priviledge of the An- 
gelical Nature, the equality which juſt Men 1n the Text 
are ſaid to have to the Angels, is not meant an e- 

uality of Knowledge or Perfection of Nature, but a 
{militude of State and Priviledges; and this appears 
-from the Context : 7x the Reſurreftion they neither mars 
ry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the Angels of God. 
The juſt ſhall not be equal tothe Angels in every reſpect, 
for as they differ in Nature and Kind, fo they ſhall have 
diſtin& natural qualities and operations, but in reſpe&t 

| D of 
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of Bliſs and Happineſs, they as the Angels in that Spi- 
ritualized State, ſhall not need Matrimony for the pro= 
Pagation of their Kind, nor Food for the preſervation 
of their incorruptible Bodies ; they ſhall be free from all 
the neceſſities. that attend temporal humane Life, and. 
all the affeQions that ariſe from the Body and ſenſitive 
part of Man ; they as Angels ſhall be the Children of 
God, being Children of the Reſurrection, Partakers of 
the Bliſs, and immoveably poſleſt of all the Priviledges 
of the Sons of God, Yet 

Was this equality to the Angels, to be meant of an 
equality in Nature and Knowledge, yet the Saints de- 
parted are not to enjoy it until the Reſurre&tion; and ſo, 
though the Angels on that account might be Invocated, 
yet the Saints departed, who are not till the-ReſurreCti- 
on to have this excellent priviledge conferred on them, 
are not till then to have this Homage and Worſhip. 
paid to them: At the Reſurreftion they ſhall be as the 
Angels of God; whether they are betore that admitted. 
into the Beatifical Viſion, we need not. now, diſpute, 
ſince, if they are, this Angelical Priviledge of ſeeing 
all things in the Face of God, is reſerved for the Saints, 
as a farther addition of Bliſs till that day. 

Again , they produce Revel. 5. 8. where it's ſaid, 
That the four Beaſts, -and tmenty four Elders fell down 
before the Lamb, baving every one of them Harps, and 
Golden Vials full of. Odours, which are the Prayers of 
Saints, By the Prayers of Saints, they mean, of thoſe 
Saints that are living upon the Earth ; and by the four 
Beaſts, and twenty four Elders, the Saints that are in 
Heaven; and from thence draw their Argument, that 
Saints in Heaven do offer up the Prayers of Holy Men 
living upon the Earth. x ES 

But now if they are miſtaken in the ſence of this. 
Text, and by the four Beaſts, and twenty four Elders, 

are. 
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are not meant the Members of the Church Triumphant, 
but the Biſhops and Elders of the Church Militant, 
whoſe Office it is to preſent the Prayers and Praiſes 
of the Church to God; then this Text cannot afford 
them the leaſt ſhew-of reaſon for their Invocation. 
Dr. Hamond and many other Learned Expoſitors, are 
of Opinion, that either, this whole Text is nothing 
but a repreſentation of the Church below offering up 
Prayers by their Paſtors, who are the Mouths of the 
Congregation, to God through the Lamb ; ( and it's 
ſaid Verſe 10. That they ſhall Reign upon the Earth; ) 
or elſe, a repreſentation of the whole Church of Chriſt 
both in Heaven and Earth, joyning together in their 
Doxologies and Praiſes to God for the Vitories of the 
Lamb, and the Redemption of the World by his Blood ; 
and for this ſence the next Verſe ſeems to give it, where 
they are ſaid to Sing a new Song, ſaying, Thou art worthy 
to take the Book an for thou wa$? Slain, and re- 
deemed us to God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and 
Tongue, and People, and Nation. 

Another place to be explained, which they ſome» 
times mention as on their ſide, 1s, Reve/. 6. 10. where 
the Souls of the Martyrs under the Altar, are faid to 
cry, How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge 
and avenge bur bloud on them that dwell on the earth ! 
Now fay they, If the Souls of Martyrs Pray for Ven- 
geance upon their Perfecutors and Murderers; much 
more thay we ſuppoſe them to Pray for Mercy and De- 
liverances for their Fellow-Members and Suffterers. To 
this may be replied, | 

That theſe words cannot ſignify a formal Prayer of 
the Martyrs to God for Revenge on their Perſecutors ; 
they who after their Lord's Example prayed God to for- 

we their Murderers when they were on Earth, can- 
not be ſuppoſed, now they are ina more perfett State, 
0'2 to 
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to pray for Vengeance upon them ; but the words are 


_ onely an Emblem and Repreſentation of the certainty of 


Dr. Han. 


Eſdras 2. 15+ 


God's Judgments and Vengeance overtaking them : By 
the Souls.of them that were ſlain, and cry under the Altar, 


is mcant their Blood, and the Sin of Murthering them, 


and (as weare wont to ſay) Murther is a crying Sin, 
and as it's faid, that AZel's Blood cryed for Vengeance, 
ſo the Sin of ſhedding their Blood A. that 1s, would 
certainly awake and provoke the Juſtice of God to take 
Vengeance on them for it: This is well explained by a 
paſſage in the Book of E/dras, Behold the innocent and 
righteous bloud cryeth unto me, and the ſouls of the juS? 
complain continually, and therefore, ſaith the Lord, I will 
ſurely avenge them, &&c. But 

Let their inference be granted, that the Souls of Mar- 
tyrs in the future State, do pray for their Fellow-Suffer- 
ers that are left behind ; it does not follow that their 
Fellow-Sufferers pray to them, or that they offer up 
their Prayers made to them unto God. 

Laſtly, They cite Ges. 48.. 16. when Facos, bleſſing 
the two Sons of Foſeph, thus Prays : The Angel that 
redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the Lads, This will res. 
quire no long anſwer : 

God being pleaſed often to make uſe of the Miniſtry 


of Angels in ſending ſuccour and relief to good Men, 


Facob-prayed, not unto the Angel, but to God, that he 
would appoint the ſame bleſſed Angel that Adminiſtred 


unto him in all his reights, to be the Inſtrument of 


his good Providence to thoſe two Sons of Foſeph, whom 
he had now made his own, and cauſed them to be cal- 
led after his name. Or elle, 


If the Patriarch muſt be thought here to have prays. 


ed to the Angel, we muſt ſuppole with Athanaſius, and 


others of the Fathers, that Angel to be Chriſt the Son of 


God: 


And- 


An 
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oven 
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And the fame anſwer js to be given to Revel. 8. 4. 

here it's faid, That the ſmoke of the Incenſe which came 
pith the Prayers of the Saints, aſcended up before God out 
the Angels hand; that is, Chriſt's, the Angel of the 

ovenant, and therefore this Angel that offered up the 
Prayers of the Saints, is called, verſ. 3. Another Angel ; 
ntimaring, that it was a ſpecial Angel, one different 
Doth in Nature and Office, from the other ſeven men- 
ioned werſ. 2. and deſcribed there as Miniſtring Spi- 
its-; And I ſaw the ſeven Angels which ſtood before God, 
Be, werſ. 2. and then wverſ. 3. And another Angel came-»- 
DC. 
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V. That there us no proof for it from the Fathers of the 
three firſt hundred years, and more. 


HE Trent Fathers and the Catechiſm put out by Concit. Tri- 
their Authority, having declared Invocation of "5. 25: 
aints to be a cuſtom received and continued in the par. 3. c. 2... 
aurch ever ſince the Apoſtles time, the Romiſb Au- 
nors have not been wanting to turn every Stone, to 
arch every Author, to produce and ſtrain every ſen- 
nce and expreſſion'that looks: that way, to the height, 
order to the making it good ; but how ſhort their 
roofs fall of it, will be made evident by theſe follow- 
Ig particulars. TT 
1. Thoſe that have taken the moſt pains to ſeek for 
eſtimonies, have not been able to produce any tole- 
vie one out of the genuine Writings of the Fathers 
thin the firſt three hundred years atter Chriſt ; they 
te indeed the Hierarchy of Dzony/tus Areopagita, Ori- 
zen's Comments on the ſecond Chapter. of Fob; and. 
ie twenty firſt. of Numbers, the Works of St. Ephram, 
id Athanafius's of the moſt Holy Mother of God ; mw 
TNEIE - 
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theſe have been ſufficiently -proved by many of owlM .. 

Menſ-Dal.Coc. Learned Men, and acknowledged by ſome of no obſcure©'*! 

D res Rlore Fame amongſt them, to be ſpurious, and falfly father' 

in Crit, Sac. on them; and then for their Proofs out of Jrenzus, En 

er at .S017- (ebius, and St. Ambroſe, it's eaſie to ſhew that the firſt is 

: roſly miſunderſtood, the ſecond corrupted, and the 
third retracted by that Father. 6 

 Treneus indeed is an Ancient Father, and of ſufficient 

Authority, but his words are little to their purpoſe; 

Irneys adver. they are theſe : Sicut Eva ſedutta ef ut effugeret deum 

Har, .15.C-10- fic Maria ſuaſa et obedire Deo, ut Virginis Eve Virg 

Maria fieret Advocata : Wherein the Bleſſed Virgin 


Mary is termed the Advocate of Eve. Now to make 
this a pat proof for their Invocation, they muſt puiy_ 
this ſence upon it, that the Bleſſed Virgin, being a Gl D., < 
rified Saint in Heaven, did at the requeſt and defires 6 &$ 
Eve, living upon Earth, repreſent her caſe to God, and - 
interceed with him on her behalf ; but how coulgt 
Eve alive requeſt this of the Virgin Mary, when Fu 
died above three thouſand years before Mary was born... x 
ren, 1:5. c.31. Or how could renews think the Bleſſed Virgin in =Y 
capacity to do this, whoſe Opinion it was, with tit ,,. 


generality of the Fathers in that Age, that her Sou 
as all others of departed Saints, were yet in an in 
ſible place, and not admitted to the Beatifick Viſion 
Or how could Eve ſtand in need of her Advocateſhif 
4quin. Du- Who, 1t it be true, as the Romaniſts hold, that our $ 
Fas: viour at his Reſurre&ion freed the Saints of the 0 
Teſtament from their Limbus, and carried them up wit 
him into Heaven, and the Preſence of God , was 
Glorified Saint in Heaven whilſt ſhe was living up 
the Earth, and ſo was in a better State to be an A 
Bell, de Sanft, VOcate for the Virgin Mary, than the! Virgin Mary i 
beat. 1.1. 5-19. her?. Thus you ſee, as clear a Proof as Be/armin thi 
rhis to be, nothing can be more ridiculouſly and it 
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xertinently quoted ; ſome other meaning then of the 
ords muſt be found out, and the moſt obvious and 
atural is this, that the Virgin Mary is here by a Figure 
put for Chriſt her Son, according to the Fleſh, and 
aid to do that, as ſhe was the happy Mother of a Son 
ho did it ; and thus indeed ſhe is Advocate for Eve, 
2nd all Eve's Poſterity, inſtrumentally, not by her ſelf 
perſonally, but by her Son, ſhe being that Veſſel made 
hoice of by the Holy Ghoſt, to bear him in her 
Vomb, who by taking Fleſh of her, tecame the Savi. 
pur of Eve and all Mankind. © | | 
For the Teſtimony of Euſebius, it, as Bellarmine re- pillar. de 
ports it, runs thus : We Honour thoſe heavenly Souldiers Sant. brat. 
u God's Friends, we approach unto their Monuments, and AGLEE 
WW ray unto them as unto Holy Meu, by whoſe interceſſion we 
profeſs to receive much help and aſſiſtance ; but it's appa- 
ent, as many learned men have thewn, that Be/armine 
ook this Allegation, not out of Exſebius's Original, but 
3 corrupt Tranſlation made by 7rapezuntius, and alter- 
ards followed by Dadrzus a Doctor of Paris, who (et 
orth Euſebius ; there being no ſuch words, as Praying 
o them as unto Holy Men, to be found in him, Cake 
1s own Language ; his words are theſe : #2w 4 &# mis Evang. pray. 
Ms Tor H@r wv maereva, %; Tas wes magg. TE|dls moeictar, CTC, 13s & 7: 
[t 1s our cuſtom to come to their Tombs and Monuments, 
nd to make our Prayers, not winis, to them, to thoſe 
artyrs, as the Tranſlator and Be/armine would have 
t, but eg) muu)ais, 5. e. Hais, at or before their Tombs and 
Monuments, and to Flonour thoſe Bleſſed. Souls. 
I might now paſs over St. 4mbroſe, h@ living beyond 
he time _ I undertook.. to anſwer for, Anno 374. but 
phatſ:ever he ſaid of this nature , . was ſaid when he 
as but a young, Chriſtian, and recalled and contra+ 
iced by him afterwards; in his Book of Widows he $yeculatores- 
Xnorts them to. Pray to the Angels and. Martyrs, _ vite QSAR 


noſtrorute: 
UC. 
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be calls beholders of our Lives and Aftions ; but Baroniu 
himſelf confeſſes, ( as Biſhop Andrews proves it out of 
his Life of St. Ambroſe) that this Book was written. pre. 
ſently after his Converſion, when he was but a ray 

Divine, and had not throughly learned the Chriſtian 
Do@rine ; and this appears by ſome other miſtakes he 
was guilty of, beſides this, that are of as dangerous a 
nature; when in the ſame Book he aſlerrs, That the 

Proprio San. Martyrs either had no Sin at all, or what they had, they 

EvIne. did themſelves waſh away with their own Bloud. But that 
St. Ambroſe changed his opinion concerning this point 
of Invocation, we are as ſure as that once he held it 
ſince we find him afterwards plainly aſſerting the con: 

Ant.in Rom.c. trary DoCtrine, in ſuch words as theſe : That to procure 

1.tom.s-Tu ta- God's favour, we need no Advocate bat a devout Mind: 

Pine nw. and again, ſpeaking with relation to the rwo young 

candus.De obi- Sons of Theodoftus, Thou only, Oh Lord, art to be Inv 

yy Theod. 10%: cated, and Prayed unto, namely, for a Bleſſing and Pro 

tetion upon them. _. Pode ct 
2, They make the Rhetorical Flouriſhes and Apo 
firophes of the Fathers in their Panegyricks of the 
Martyrs, to be folemn Forms of Invocation: of them. 
The Fathers, about the latter end of the Fourth Cen- 
tury, obſerving Piety and Devotion to decay and wat 
cold, as the Church increaſed in Riches and Proſperity, 
thought themſelves obliged, by all the Wit and Art and 
Rhetorick they had, to retrieve, if it was poſſible, the 
priſtine heat of Devotion that was formerly in it ; to 
that purpoſe they ſpake high and large in commend 
tion of their Martyrs, and ſometimes in their Orati 
ons directed their words to them, as though they 
had been there preſent , not with an intent to teacl 
the People to pray unto them, or te rely upon the! 
merits, but to ſtgnifie the mighty favour they were it 
with God, and the more effeQually toexcite them toat 
| 1mitatiol 
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imitation of their Virtues, Many ſuch ſtrains of Rhe- 
torick occur in the Writings of St. Zierom, St. Baſil, 
St. Gregory Nyſſen , St. Gregory Nazianzen, and others. 
So St. Gregory Nyſſen ſpeaks to Theodore the Martyr in oye. in Sant. 
his Oration, Gather together the Troops of thy Brother Tvtod. 
Martyrs, and thou with them beſeech God to ſtay the Inva- 
fron of the Barbarians. 

So St. Gregory Nazianzen 1n his Oration calls unto 0rat. i:Athan. 
St. Cyprian, St. Baſil, St. Athanaſius, to each after this 
manner : Do tbou favourably look upon us from on high. 

After the ſame manner does St. Zzerom conclude his 
Funeral Oration on Paula, Farewel, oh Paula, and help 
the old Age of thy Honourer with thy Prayers. Now 
what 1s there irall this but whar's uſual in all Authors 
both Sacred and Profane> The defign of the Fathers 
were to-raiſe the People'to as high an Opinion as they 
could, both of rhe Perſons of -the Martyrs and their 
Virtues that made them fo illuſtrious; and might they 
not make uſe of their belt Art and Rhetorick to do it 2 
What is more in this than thoſe Apoſtrophes frequent- 
ly found in the Sacred Writings even to inſenſate Crea- 
tures? Hear ye, obMountains, the Lord's controverfie! Praiſe 
the Lord ye Dragons and all Deeps! And who will infer 
from hence, that the inſenſate Creatures were hereby in- 

' vok't and addreſt unto. | | 

3. A great part of the Teſtimonies they produce 
out of the Fathers, are to prove the Interceſſion of 
Saints in Heaven for us, and not our Invocating of 
them ; and ſo they change the Queſtion, and are at a 
great deal of pains-to prove that which no body denies ; 
ſuch ſayings as aſlert the Sgiuts Praying for Ws, are 
frequent among the ancient FatNers, and that not onely 
for the Church Militant in general, but in particular 
for thoſe whoſe perſons and ' conditions were well 
known to them' on' Earth, and theſe are _— p/ 
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ſhufled* in by the Rowiſh Dofors as proofs for Tavoca: 
tion of them, with a defign'to impoſe on the unwary 
Vulgar, who are ſuppoſed not to take: notice of the 
difference { but it's a wonder if they ſhovld not, for 


it's wide enovgh) betwixt their Praying for us, and. 


our Praying to them. Nether is this the only inſtance 
wherein thoſe cunning Sophiſters play this game, Firſt 


alter the Nature of the Queſtion, and then where they - 
have no Adverſary, to Triumph in demonſtrating the 


Truth of it: 
If the Queſtion be, whether the Biſhop of Rome be 


the Supreme Head of the Church, and. has an abſolute 


Juriſdiction and Monarchy over all other Biſhops and 
Bullar. deRom. Churches ? they ſhall bring you a number of Teſtimo- 
Pont.1-2:6 15) nies out of both Greek and Latine Fathers, to prove St. 


Peter had a Primacy of Honour and Authority. 


pellar. de &y. If the Queſtion be whether the Bread and Wine in- 


char. 4 2, the Sacrament be Subſtantially turned into the Body 
| and Blood of Chriſt ; they ſhall write a whole Volume 


to prove the Truth and Reality of Chriſt's Preſence in- 
it, which we own as well as they, but after a. Spiritual: 
manner, not Corporally and by the way of Tranſub». 


ſtantiation. 


It the Queſtion be about. Purgatory, a. place pre- 
pared for the Purification.of thale Souls that depart 
St. Anbr. Hil. hence not quite cleanſed; they. ſhall alledge you Fa- 


0118: 149 thers, and thoſe not a few, of unqueſtionable Name, to 


prove the utter. Conſumption of all things by Fire at: 


the end of the World. 
So here, when the 
to Pray. to Saints de 


d ; they bring innumerable 


Fathers to prove that the Saints departed do Pray for. 
Egif, ad Tral, US3 hence we hear of that of yup My Spirit 


when I enjoy God : 


Salutes you, not ouly now, but will al 


and of St. Chry/oſtom in his Oration to thoſe that were to 
be 


ueſtion is whether we ought- 
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be Baptized, Remember me when that Kingdom-receives you, 

4. They; produce. the Sayings: and PraQtices of ſome. 
few in the Church for the general and allowed DoCtrine 
and PraQtice of the whole Church. If the Story ſhould: 
be true that Juſtina, a-Chriſtian Virgin, did in- great 
diſtreſs, joyatly, Supplicate the Bleſſed Virgin with God 
and Chriſt, does-it follow, that it was the praftice of 
all*to.do fo? Ir cannot be denied but that many of 
the Fathers let ſlip, in the heat of their AﬀeNtion- and 
Oration, many unwary ſpeeches to this purpoſe, and 
that many, otherwiſe good Men, were guilty. of this ex- 
ceſs of Devotion to the Martyrs ; the many Miracles 
God was pleaſed'to work at the Memorials of: the Mar- 
tyrs for.' the: Honour: and- Confirmation of the: Faith, 
reaſonably. begat a cuſtom. amongſt- Chriſtians to reſort 
to thoſe places, and, there to offer their Prayers to 
God ;; and thinking, it may. be, they could not-cafily 
honour-thoſe too:-much whom God; was pleaſed after fo 
wonderful a manner todeelare his eſteem of, fromPray- 
ing, to God at'their Tombs, they began to pray to them 
themſelves. But now. 

We are to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Speeches of ſome 
particular 'Fathers, and. the general. Do&trine of the 
Church; betwixt/ what - they. expreſs in Rhetorical 
ſtrains to- move AﬀeCtion, and what they lay down in 
plain; terms to inform- the: judgment; betwixt what 
comes from them in theheat- of-their Diſcourſes and po- 
pular Orations,.and what-in cool and deliberate debates 
they ſet down for the truth;of Chriſt ; it's generally con-- 
feſt, that the Fathers-oft-times hy perbolize; particularly 
St:Ghryſoftom; and weimuſt not take their flights of FPan- 
cy, forthe: Dofrinb of the Church. 

. Were to:diſtinghth/ alſo betwixt what the Church 
did; teacDand allow and: whatiſhe-onvly. tolerated and- 
was; forced:to' bear with; tlie Biſhops iand Governou - 
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of the Church being many times engaged in weightier- 
matters, in defending the Chriſtian cauſe againſt Hea- 
thens and Hereticks, were not always-at leiſure to re» 
form Abuſes and irregular PraQtices, but were forced 
too often to connive at thoſe Faalts which they had not- 
$:. Auſt. de time and opportunity to Redreſs ; St. Au/tzy complains 
morib, Eccleſ, much of this piece of Superſtition in his days, that 
6 31+ 70% jt had got ſuch an head, that the good Father wanted: 
Eyiſ. 119. ad power to give a check to it: / can no way allow them, 
For approvart (3ys he, .and yet I dare not freely reprove them, leſt I 


um, [i- þf : 
na, ren Fog either offend ſome good Men, or provoke ſome turbulent Spi- 


re non audeo. pite 

5. They cite the praQice of the Ancients praying to- 
God, that for the Interceſſion of - thoſe Holy Men that 
had died in the Lord, he would grant them their re- 
queſts, as a good proof for dire: praying to them. 
The Ancients generally believing that-the Saints and 
Martyrs in the future State did continually pray to 
God in behalf of the' Church Militant on Earth, and 
ſome, that their Souls were- preſent. at their Shrines: 
and Tombs, and did joyn their Interceſſions with thoſe. 
Prayers of the Chriſtians that were there offered up to 
God, were wont in their Addreſſes to.mention the Mar- 


* tyrs, and to beg the effeQs of their Interceſſions,. that 


God would be moved by their Supplications as well-as 


their own, to grant a ſupply of their wants and 'necefſi-. - 
ties; but this is no more praying to them, than Moſes 
may-be faid to pray to Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob,: 
when he beſought God-to remember them in behalf 
of the People of 1/rael ; than we may be. ſaid to pray 
for help to that part of the Church of Chriſt that is at. 
a great diſtance from-us, when we defire God. to: hear. 


the Prayers of his Church Catholick diſperſt through- 


out the whole World 'in 'the. behalf; of all: Chriſtian - 


People, that in all places call upon him. Thus it's faid- 
res 77 
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by the Hiſtorian that rhe, Emperor Theodofius, when Rvſfir. Hiſt 
Eugenius and his Complices raiſed that dangerous Re-** ©33 
bellion againſt him, repaired with his Clergie and Laity 
to the Oratories and Chappels, and there lying Proſtrate $*"Torum in 
before the Tombs and Monuments of the Apoſtles and Mar- © ns 
tyrs begged aid and ſuccour by interceſſion of the Saints. He 
did not Pray to any Saint or Saints, he did not beg 
help of them, but ſuppoſing 'they Prayed with him 
and for him, he Prayed unto God, that he would fend 
him help for the fake of their Interceſſtons in his behalf. 
This is alſo the meaning of thoſe expreſſions in St. Au- 
ſtin, that They ought to commend themſelves to the Pray- ,,, 1; cyy. 
ers of the Martyrs, and frequent their Tombs with a Reli- pro mort. c. 4; 
gious Solemnity, that they may become partakers of their 
Merits, and FA helpt by their Prayers ; that 1s, not by 
Praying to them, but (holding, as was then commonly 
believed, that when Chriſtians:came to their Tombs, 
the bleſſed Martyrs joyned their Supplications with 
them) by Praying to God to afford them the benefit of 
their Prayers, aad that their Petitions might ſucceed the 
better for the ſake of their Requells pur up in conjun- | 
tion with their own. The ſame account may be given 
of St. Baſi/'s words in his Otation on the forty Martyrs, 
He that 1s in diſtreſs flies to. them, and he that 1s in pro- Baſil. Hom.20.- 
ſperity runs to them ; the one that he may have his condi- *" 49. Mart. 
tion changed, the other that he may have his continued ; 
but now to fly and to run unto them, ſignifies no more 
than to fly and run to the Churches and Tombs where 
they lie interr'd ; for fo it follows, here a Wdman pray- 
#ng for her Son is heard ; and here let us, together with - 
thoſe Martyrs, pour forth our Prayers : Suppoling, it's 
likely , as was mentioned before, that the Martyrs 
Souls were continually about their Tombs, and prayed 
for all that came thither to pray for themſelves, the 
Father exhorts Chriſtians to go thither , not: zo pray 70 » 

Tem: , 
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them, but to joyn with them. in. Praying unto God. 
6. They tell us of many Miracles wrought. by God 
upon Addreſſes made to Saints, and in this they triumph 
as.an undeniable Proof that God approves of ſuch Ad- 
dreſles; God heareth not Sinners, neither wil he give his 
Glory to another, and therefore were Prayers made to 
Saints a fin of that facrilegious nature, as to rob God 
of his Honour, it's not to be thought that he'd give 
ſuch countenance to them againſt himſelf, as to crown 

them with ſucceſs. | 
To this it may be anſwered, It's certain, that at firſt 
God. was pleaſed, upon the Prayers of Chriſtians put.up 
to himſelf, to work, many Miracles for the. Confirma- 
tion of the Faith ; but-that any. were wrought-in an- 
ſwer to ſuch Prayers that at thoſe places were in after- 
Ages made to the Martyrs, 1s very uncertain, and much 
41g: de ci- © be ſuſpeted : St. Auſtin names but. two inſtances of 
vit. Dei. 1.22 this kind-that I have met withal, and at the; ſame time 
EP he mentions them, blaſts their credit, by tellingus he 
had no undoubted Authority for the truth of them : 
St. Chryſoſtom not only declares, that Miraclesig his 
time were ceaſed, but hath wrote a Diſcourſe on pur- 
poſe to give us the reaſons why they are ſo;. ſo-that all 
- the Miracles the Church of Rome: pretends to. on this 
account, are either Deluſions: of Satan , which God 
ſametimes permits him to work, for the Tryal of his 
People, or elſe Cheats and. Impoſtures, performed by 
Cunning Men of their own, to wheedle and. impoſe on 

the cafie.and credulous Vulgar. 


V. That 
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V. That there is full and evident Proof in Scripture 
againſt it. 


F that general Rule of St. Auſtir's be allowed of, Aug.de conſes. 
| that God 7s ſo to be Worſhip, that is, as to all the "3*"Y as 
Eſſential parts of it, as he himſelf has commanded to be 
Worſhipt, then all thoſe places of Scripture that com- 
mand us to direct our Prayers only to God, and only 
in the Name and Medmtion of Jeſus Chriſt, do with 
equal force forbid us to direct our Prayers to any 0- 
ther Obje&; or to uſe any other Name and Mediation. 

Now Textsto this purpoſe are innumerable. 

Oh thou that heareſt Prayers, wito thee ſhall all Fleſh Tſal. 65. 2. 
come. 

Call upon me-in.the time of trouble ---» and I will deli- pſ4. 50. 15, 
ver thee. 

Conie unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, matt. 11. 28. 
and TI will give. you reſt. | 

Whatſoever ye ſhall ask the Father in my name, he will John 16. 23. 
give it you. bor 

In every thing by Prayer and Supplication with Thankſ- Phil. 4. 6. 
giving, let your requeſts be made known unto God. 

If any of you lack Wiſdom, let him ask it of God, who 74n-1. s. 
gives t0 all men liberally,----&cc. 

How ſhall they. call on him in whom they have not be- Rom: 10. 14., 
lieved 2 Now i none but God is to be believed in, 
none but God is to be called upon. 

Theſe are very plain and convincing, and no others 
need to-be produced ; but: becauſe the Romiſh Authors 
have been praftiſfing upon fome others, endeavouring 
to obſcure and weaken their evidence, which are yer 
no leſs ckar and full; I ſhall bring them forth alſo, 


and not only wipe off the duſt that has been caſt _ | 
| CnNem,., 
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them, but reſtore them to their own natural Senſe and 
Perſpicuity. Ds 

They are chiefly theſe Four. | | 

The firſt 15, Luke I I, 2. When ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father, which art in Heaven, -«--» &c. for thine us the 
Kingdom,the Power,and the Glory for ever and ever. Now 
the meaning of this Precept mult be one or both theſe 
two things, either that we ſhould uſe this form of 
words when we pray, or that we ſhould compoſe all 
our Prayers after this pattern; take which we wall, in 


either ſenſe they oblige us to dire& all our Prayers to 


our Heavenly Father, whoſe is the Kingdom, Power, and 
Glory ; whenſoever we repeat this Form of Prayer, we 
addreſs to (God as the Objett, ſaying, Our Father ; and 
if no Prayer is to be made, but after this pattern, then 
{till it follows, that no ather ought to be the Obje&t 
of them, but he who is Our Heavenly Father. *Fis 
generally concluded on all ſides, that in this abſolute 
and perte&t Form of our Lord's Prayer 1s contained a 
Summary of whatever ought to be the ſubjeA-matter 
of a Chriſtians Prayer. Now ſince every Petition in it 


"1s difefted immediately toGod our Heavenly Father, it 


Spenc. Script. 


miſtaken by 
Proteit. p.57- 


follows, that whenever we pray, we are not only to 
pray for no other things but theſe Bleflings, but alſo to 
beg them of no other Being but him. 

But to put by the force of the Argument taken from 
this command of our Lord's, When ye pray, ſay ; or, 
after this manner -pray ye ; the Romaniſts tell us, that 
it's true, Wwe are to imitate this Prayer -of Chriſt's in 


- compoſing our own, as to its brevity and compend;- 


ouſneſs, as to the ſubjeq-matter of it, as to the Catho- 
lickneſs of its Spirit, obliging us to pray for others 
at the ſame time when we pray for our ſelves, ſaying, 
Oar Father ; but not as to the ObjeF to whom our 


Prayers are to be addreſt: for then by the ſame Argu-' 


ment 


a _  an= zona moi coo cot Nao 
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ment we'may exclude the Second and Third Perſons in 
the Bleſſed Trinity,as well as Angels and Saints; to this 
it's no hard matter to give an Anſwer. And 

1. It muſt be confeſt, that the word Father in this 
Prayer is-to be meant chiefly, though o? ſo/ely, of the 
firſt Perſon in the Sacred Trinity ; he being the Root 
and Fountain of the Deity, and the prime Original of 
all our happineſs, may 1n ſpecial be called upon by us, 
ſo far as is conſiſtent with our acknowledgment of the 
equal Divinity of the other two Perſons; for though 
the Son and the Holy Ghoſt partake alike with him 
of the Divine Nature, and conſequently have a right 
to the ſame Adoration, yet foraſmuch as God the Fa- 
ther-is the Fir? Perſon, and the Father who Communi- 7oþs 8. 29. 
cates that Divine Nature to them both, foraſmuch as 4%" 5: 57- 
God the Father hath that Eſſence in-himſelf, and what 1 I 
he is, is from none, but the Son and Holy Ghoſt have 
it by Communication from the Father, and what they 
are, they are from him, this Title may bear -a par- 
ticular and primary reſpe& to him. Accordingly we 
find the Apoſtles in a particular manner direCting their 
Prayers to God the Father : Bleſſed be the God and. Fa- £yb. x. 2} 
ther .of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who hath bleſſed us, I 
ceaſe not to make mention of you in my Prayers, that the Ve 17. 
God of our Lord Feſus Chrift, the Father of Glory, or 
this cauſe I bow my Knees to the Father of our Lord Feſus, 
that he would grant you But 

2. The word Father in this Prayer is to be taken Ef 
ſentially,and not Perſonally, and fo excludes not the other 
two Perfons of the moſt Holy and Undivided Trinity, 
but onely thoſe that are of a different Nature from 
them. Now it the whole three Perſons are one in 
Eſſence, then whenever we Pray to, and do Honour 
to God the Father, we muſt at the fame time Wor- 
ſhip the other two, though not ſo direftly, who are 

F one 
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John 10. 20- oRe With him, Thus our Saviour fpeaks: 7 and the 


1 Fobn $. 7. 


Fohn 5. 23. 


Mat. 28. 19. 


Row. 8. 15+ 


Father are owe. Yea, the whole three Perſons are fo, 
as St. John tells us expreſly, 7aere are three that bear 
record" in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
GhoFt, and theft thrgs are ons. We read that 'ewas the: 
Will of Gag, That a? men fboutd honour the Sou as they 
do the Father, and that we ſhould Honour the Holy 
Ghoſt as well as either, becauſe we are equally Bap- 
tized into his Name : Go ye therefore and teach all Nas 
thous, Mapping them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son and of the Eloly GhofF. Now if the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt are one in ; Eiſnco with the Father, and to be 


' Honoured with the ſame Honour, then although in 


this Titk, the Father be onely exprefly named and in-- 
vokt, the other two Perſons can't but be implied and 
comprehended | in it. 

3. We may confider that: this Dorine of the. Tris 
nity, being in-2 great meaſtre a ſtranger to the Old Tos 
ſtarnent, and the Apoſtles, when-our Saviour-gave them 
this Prayer, nor ſufficiently inftrutted in it, comin 
fon, ch them, to call upon God in ſuch an exprek, 

whith, though for che preſent they might- unders 
ſtand only of Godthe Farher, yecafrheda when they: 
ſhould come more fulhy-to underſtand and believe the 
Trinity, might fairly- bs extended ro.take in the othev 
wo perſons, "Son and Holy Ghoſt. 

4- Since it is by virtueof our Spiritual relation to God 
by Chriſt, through the i fares of 'the Holy Ghoſt, 
that in a more tial a jcular-manner he is Ous 


Father ; whenever-wecalt upon Con Gok as a Father, and Our 
Father, it implics that- we addreſs-to-him 4n the: Name 
and Mediation of Chriſt, and- by-the aſſiſtance of: the 
Holy Ghoft ; the Mes tells Believers that they had 
received rhe wy 094 whereby they cried. Abba 


Pather : St,C ons RD OERYS 'Fhat 


the 
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che Jews durmp the time of the Old Teſtament, be- 
ing under « fervite Difpenſation, did ſeldom or never 
preſume to call upotrGod by that familiar appellation of 
a Father ; but the Holy Ghoſt moving} Believers, after 
a miraculous and extraordinary way, in the firſt days of 
Chriſtianity, to invoke God by that name, as our Savi- 
our had direded his Diciples before, might well be cal- 
led the Spirit of Adoption, as thereby declaring them to 
be his Adopted Sons. 

Another evident proof are thoſe words of the Apoſtle, 
x Tim.2. 5. Theres one God and one Mediator betweenGod 
and man, the man Chrift Feſus. The natural importance 
of the words ſcetns to be this, that, as there is bat one 
God only, arid no more, to whom we ought to Pray, © 
there is but one Mediator only, andnomore, by whom 
we have acceſs with bokineſs to the Throne of Grace ; 
one Mediatour Emphatically, in the-fame ſenſe as there 
is one God, and' you may as well make to your felves 
more' Gods as more” Mediators, 

Bat to weaken the firength of this evidence, the Ro- 
waits diftinguiſh berwixr a Mediator of Redemption 
ard a- Mediator of Interceffion; and'teli-us; _ the 
Text 15-otily to be- underſtood 'of the former; which in- 
deed is but onhe;: bur\ riot of: the latter, which may be 
rftore thin one, even'as marty as'there are- Angels aid 
StihtFint Hever: Bat how a. bs Ditin&on does 
ferve their-turn; May appear by ng, 

r. That thee: _ a vaſt difference 19 [20M an In- 
terceſſbr anita Maliaror of Inercefſion; chatSainrs in 
Heaven, - our'of that Chatity that-atl che Merbers-of 
Citiftf have fo one-atiorher, -do- in-general interceed 
for the 'go5d of. that 'Body' of which they ave-a' part, 
was owned ard grimted before;: bat” this makes them 
not Mwtliators: off nteteeffion, to which Office: it 'be-; 
longs 1b/rebive-ths-Priyers of oth; ad 26 pre 

2 them 
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them to God; and in order hereunto, they muſt hear 
the Prayers of others, and receive information concern- 
ing their particular States and Conditions, which they 
are-not capable of. Jo 

2. That this Text is eſpecially to be underſtood of 
that part of Chriſt's Mediatory Office that conſiſts in 
interceeding for us; the Apoſtle ſeems to oppoſe theſe 
words [to/rhe Heathen Form of. Praying, which was 
to many Gods by many Demons, who were reputed 
Agents or Mediatours between their chief Gods and 
them: now all that the Heathens attributed to their 
Demons was Interceſſion onely, and the Apoſtle ſhews 
that Chriſt being made a Mediatour, every way ef- 
fectual for that end,. there could be no neceſſity of any 
Mediatours of Interceſſion beſides him ; ſo that the A- 
poſtle here replyes two things to the Heathens mul- 
tiplicity of Mediatorus: 1. That God had appointed 
but one, the God-man Chriſt Jeſus; therefore he ſays, 
Ver. 7. That he was ordained a teacher of the Gentiles 
 #n faith and werity; for eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian Faith 
and Truth in this particular eſpecially, of ove God and 
one Mediatour, in contradiction to the plurality of Gods 
and Mediatours amongſt the Gentiles. Anſwerable to 
this, are thoſe words of the Apoſtle in another place : 
Though there be many that are called*Gods (as there be 
Gods many and Lords many ) but to us there is but one God 
the Father, and one Lord Feſus ChrifF ; here there is a 
manifeſt and dire& oppoſition betwixt the * Heathen 
way of Praying, and the Chriſtian ; the Heathens had 
many Gods and many Lords Mediatours, the Chriſti- 
ans, but one God and one Lord Mediator ; the Heathens 
had many Soveraign Gods betwixt whom and men they 
ſuppoſed there was no immediate intercourſe ; they 
had alſo many under Gods or Demons, by whoſe A- 
gency and Mediatourſhip they Addreſt themſelves to 


their 
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their Soveraign Gods ; this the Apoſtle confutes, and 
ihews that Chriſtians are taught to. believe and profeſs 
but one God, Maker of all things, to whom they ought 
to pray ; and but one Lord, Mediator and Advocate, 
by whom they offer their Petitions to him.” 2: That 
there needed no other beſides this one, he being a Me- 
diator of Redemption too, and on that account had 
not only an Authority and Commiſſion from God to 
ſhew- for that Office, but an infinite worth and-invalu-- 
able merits of his own to plead in the.behalf of Mankind, 
and to- procure the granting of their requeſts; he hath 
purchaſt what he begs for, and atoned for what he 
prays tor ; having no fin of his own to anſwer for, he 
was excellently qualified to intercede for Pardon for 
our Sins; and having perfeatly fulfilled all Righteout- - 
neſs, and ſhed. his moſt precious Bloud for us, he high- 
ly merited of God, both for us and for himſelf; for us, 
the ſeveral Bleſſings he intercedes for ;. for himſelf, the 
Godlike Honour and. Royalty to be the Donor and. 
Diſpenſer of them. Hence it is that the Apoſtle here 
makes his. Mediation to depend on his Propitiation, 
and after he had told us there is but one Mediator, pre- 
_ featly ſubjoyns, Who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all : tov. s. 


the ſame purpoſe is that of St. Fobn, If any man ſin, 1 Fibn 2.142... 


we have an Advocate with the Father, that: 1s, the ſame 
with a Mediator of In:erceſſion, and that we might be. 
fully aſſured of the greatneſs of his Authority and Pow- - 
er, he adds, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, and. he is the Pro-: 
pitiation for our Sins. 

A third Scripture againſt Saint-Invocation are thoſe 
words of our Saviour, Mat. 4. 10. taken out. of Det. 
6.13. Thou ſhalt worſhip the. Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. Now it Prayer be a neceſlary and . 
chief part of God's Worſhip, as all are agreed it is, 
we are bound by. this Scripture to pray only to God. 
But : 


Ver. 3» 


—_F[44) | 
But to this they ay, there ate ſeveral degrees of Re- 
tigions Worſhip, and that it is only an interjour kind 
wherewith they worftip the Sainres departed , caſted 
by ther Jain, when it's applied to ordinary Saints; 
and Sie, when to the bleſſed Virgin ; and that 
they never worſhip them as they do God, with newie, 


the higheſt kind of Worſhip ; it it be asked, How does 
_ this appear, ſince the ſame Signs and outward Aﬀts of 


Worſhip are performed to the one as well as to the 6+ 
ther? they anſwer, that they have higher coneeptions 
and intentions of Honour to God in the exerciſe of 
their Offices to him, than when they perfortn the like 
toany Angel or Saintdeparted. Tothis, ſeveral things 
may' be faid, 


r. If theſe words, him only ſhalt thou ſerve, are to 
be underftood' only of the higheſt degree of Religious 
Worſhip, as 2 part of the whole,and diſtinguifhe from a 
lower kind, they had not been a fufficient anſwer” to 
the Devils'demand ; he might thus have anfwered: I 
acknowkdge the Soveraign and' Almighty Power of 
God, as weltas you, Zhar t is hr alone cancommand $tones 
to become Bread; and'this Power T have over the King- 
doms of the World,. Town tohave received from lim, 


Luke 4.6. for it was delivered tome. And'therefore T'doinor de 


fire that thou ſhouldeſt' worſhip meas rhon doft God, 
with auzie; with the Tpheſt degree of 3 - Vtit 
only with #wkz; a-fower Rind; thy Heart, the tight 
and moſt elevated thoughts and* coneepttons' of thy 
mitnd; may” be giverr' to-God,. tis onfy the outward 


A:that-T' challenge of thee; that thon wonldeft only 
Fall down and me; or by"falling” down worſhip 
2. That the Scriptures often u{& theft two' words, 
aaxue, and ave, prothiferonſy, to ſrnifte the ſame 

thing ; 
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thing ; and as ſometimes arrive, is (ef to {ignifie that ci» 
vil Honour and Service that's due to Men im Eminency 
and Authority ; fo is. Sava, to expreſs that Religious 
Worſhip that's only due toGod, As to the firſt, God Per. 28. 48. 
thus threatens the /ſrachites, therefore thou ſhalt ſerve © 
thine Enemies ; as to the other, many pleces uy be 
inſtanced in. Thus when Samac/ exhorted the Houſe 1 $an. 7. 3. 
of [ſrael, to prepare their Hearts unto the Lord, and to p2oinnr 
ferve him only ; and when the Apoſtle urged Chriſtians oven. | 
to be fervent in Spirit, ſeruing the Lord, ard when our 27 524 
Saviour ſaid, ye cawrt ſerve God and Mammoy, Sordbur, foo. = 
is the word made uſe of. 

J- That there 1s no ſuch diſtin&ion/ tm Religious 
Worſhip as an higher and lower kind, becauſe whatever 
is Religious Worthip, is ſuck, with reſpett toGod only 
a5 the Objedt ; and therefore can be but: one, and that 
1n the higheſt degree, as God is one, and infinately ex- 
alted above all. Re/igzan, the Schookmen., zs 4 
Moral Vertue which exhibits due Worſhip to God, as the | 
Principat 'f all things. Lattantius: therchore derives it L 4: Inf. c.28: 
a Religando, becauſe it ties man to. God; and St. Auſtis, ©* bo _ 
9 Revigands, becauſe mem chife:God again; whom they 
had forſaken, *Tis- not therefore whatfbever is excel- 
lent, but whatfoever is Divine; and as'it 18 Divine, that 
is the Objed'of Religion 2 now Angels and Holy Men, 
althougl there be ſome kind: of Honaur due to thoſe. 
Excellencies that: are-found in! them, am Honour: conn - 
menſurate to rhofe Exceltencics:; yer: falling: infinitely 
ſhort of Divinity, mutt be excluded: from. having. any 
ſhare of that Worthip,. which ether by:God himſelf; or | 
the univerſal conſent. of Mankind,. is made Religrous, . 
thar'is; appropriate 'toGod. Neither, 

4. Willie help the matter to-ſayy that though. the | 
outward: As andExpreſfions of Worſhip to both are 
the ſame, rhiere is a-valt difference:in the inward Des - 
vortian : 


Le) 
yotion of their Mind and Souls, and that when they 
pray to Saints and Angels, they muſt not be thought 
to do-it, with that height of affeCtion, and truſt and re- 
ſignation, wherewith they call upon God 2 For, when 
all is done, words and outward Als will be reckon'd 
to ſignify according to that ſenſe and meaning Cuſtom 
and Inſtitution hath ſtampt upon them ; and let the 
inward thoughts of the Votary be what they will, if 
he apply to Saints and Angels in ſuch Expreſſions and 
Offices, or with ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, as accord. 
ing to the uſual acceptation of them, naturally import 
that Hope and Confidence, that Love and Duty, that 
is due to God alone, he will be deem'd to aſcribe unto 
them the Honour which he ows'to God. Outward 
Ads of Worſhip are declarative of the inward reſpe& 
and veneration of the Soul to God, as words are of 
the inward thoughts and apprehenſions of the Mind ; 
and, as when I uſe ſuch words, which according to 
common cuſtom.ſignify ſuch a Propoſition, I muſt be 
concluded to mean and intend that Propoſition; ſo when 
Tuſe ſuch outward Ads of Worſhip, which by Cuſtom 
or Inſtitution ſignify the Honour due to God, to.any 
other, I muſt be thought to aſcribe the Honour that's 
due'to God, to that other. The Corinthians, although 
they knew that an Idol was nothing in the World, yet 
becauſe they obſerved the Feaſts that were dedicated 
to the Honour of the Idol, Eating and Drinking in the 
x Cor. 26 21: 7215s Temple, ' are faid-by the Apoſtle to Drink the 
Cup of Devils, and to be Partakers of the Devils Ta 
bles, and to bave Fellowſhip with Devils; that is, by 
doing thoſe actions. that in thoſe places were uſed to 
ſignity the Worſhip of -the Heathen Gods, although 
they. intended no Religion, but Civility and Comple- 
ment in the compliance, they are faid to Worſhip thoſe 
Heathen Gods, who were not Gods, but. Devils. The 


Js 
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Iſraelites that halted betwixt God and Baal, although 

they could not but have higher apprehenſions of God 

then Baal, Tet by bowing the knee to Baal, and kiſſing his 1Kings19.18, 
mouth, by uſing thoſe outward Attsof Worſhip, where- 

with the Heathens Worſhipt him, are ſaid to be guilty 

of Idolatry.” In ſum, was a mental reſervation of keep- 

ing the Heart to God, and intending the higheſt de- 

grees of Honour and Worſhip to him, ſufficient to clear 

men from Idolatry, whilſt they perform outward Acts 
Inſtituted and cuſtomarily obſerved for Religious Wor- 

ſhip'to any beſides God ; the ſraelztes could not be 7,44. 32. 8. 


guilty.of it, when they Sacrificed to the Golden-Calf 
, they had made ;.nor the: wiſer fort of Heathens, who 
whilſt they 'knew the vulgar Gods to be no Gods, but 
Cheats and Devils, did out of fear of puniſhment com- 


ply with the vulgar praQtice of burning Incenſe tothem ; 

and the Primitive Fathers were very much miſtaken, 

who judged not only thoſe Chriſtians who at the Em- 

peror's command Sacrificed to-Idols againſt their Con- 
ſciences, guilty of Idolatry, but even thoſe, who, though 

no threats could move them to do it in perſon, did 

yet either purchaſe Certificates that they had done it, r;4taici. 
when they did it not, or procure ſome others, their 
Heathen Friends and Servants to do it for them, impli- 

citly to be guilty of it. 

I ſhall name but one Scripture more, Co/. 2. 18. Let 
mo man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humili- 
ty and worſhipping of Angels and not holding the 
Head. Where we ſe the Apoſtle expreſly condemns 
the Worſhip of Angels as forfaking of Chriſt and not 
holding the Head ; and if the Worſhip of Angels, it 
follows with greater force of Reaſon, the Worſhip of 
Saints: departed. What. this Worſhip was, 7heodoret 
upon'the placeinforms us, where he ſays, That the Fews, 
that's, Jewiſh Chriſtians, having recetved the Law by 

G the 
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tbe Miniſtration of Angels, and holding that the God of 
all was Inviſible and Jnacceſſible, taught that men ought to 
obtain the favour of God ” the Means and Interceſſion of 
Angels; and the fame Father tells us, that they had Ora- 
tories or Chappels of St. Michael. | 

This St. Paul calls, not holding the Head, becauſe 
they ſet up more Mediatours beſides Chriſt, who was 
the onely one appointed by God, and they that joyn 
others with him, do forſake him ; accordingly the 
Council of Laodicea condemned it as Idolatrous ; the 


Council Laod. words of the Canon are theſe : That Chriſtians ought not 


Can. 35. 


to forſake the Church of God, and Invocate Angels, be- 
cauſe they that do ſo, forſake our Lord Jeſus ChrifF the Sou 
of God, and give themſelves to Idolatry, St. Paul and 
the Canon both ſpeak ſo dire and home againſt the 
Romaniſts, that Baronius, it ſeems, was hard pur'to it, 
to anſwer them, when he's forc't to beg Theodoret's Par- 
don, and tells him, with his good leave, that he un- 
derſtood neither the one nor the other, that/it was the 

Religious Worſhip of falſe and Heatheniſh Gods, not 
that of good Angels that was forbad and condemned 
by both of them, and that thoſe Oratories of St. Mi- 
chael were ſet up by Catholicks and not by Hereticks, 
it being rhen the practice of the Church to Invocate 
Angels. And now though we might fafely. venthure 
Theodoret's Judgment and Credit againſt Baroxius's, 
yet we have no need of his Authority to find out the 
true meaning of the Text; whoever conſfiders-that 
the Apoſtle condemns the' Worſhip of Angels in. 
ral, and duly weighs the ſeries of his Diſcourſe,” will 
eaſily apprehend, that it is not levelled againſt the Hea- 
thens who had not yet embraced Chriſtianity, but ad- 


her'd to the Worſhip of their falſe Gods; but a ſort of 
Judaizing Chriſtians,” who retaining ſtill-a EBUTY: 
neration-for Aopels, as the ſuppoſed Givers 


the Law, 
endea- 
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endeavoured to introduce the Worſhip of them into 
the Church of Chriſt: Let no may beguile you of your 
reward —— in worſhipping of Angels, not holding the 
Head : The Apoſtle's jc Ji to difſuade them from 
that Worſhip is, that by doing fo, they forſook Chriſt, 
which could not have been an Argument to the Hea- 
thens, who had never yet believed on him. 
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VI. That the Fathers of the firſt and pureſt Ages, till af- 
ter three hundred, are all expreſ{ and pofitrve in their 
Writings againſt it. 


H OW fully the Sacred Scriptures both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, do condemn the Invocati- 
on of Saints, you have ſeen already ; now that the 
Fathers of the pureſt Ages underſtood the Scriptures 
in the fame ſenſe as Proteſtants do, as to this particu- 
lar, and are alſo. very clear in their Writings againſt 
it, will appear from theſe following Conſiderations : 


1. They generally denied the DoQrine on which 
this of Saint-Invocation is founded ; viz. that Saints 
departed do now reign in Heaven, and enjoy the Bea- 
tifick Viſion. *Tis by this bleſſed priviledge efpecial- 
ly, of ſeeing God, that the Romaniſts ground their be- 
lief, that the perfefed Spirits of juſt Men in Heaven 
come, to ſee all things in him, to know the Petitions 
and to be acquainted with the requeſts of their hum- 
ble Supplicants ; but now the Primitive Fathers have 
peremptorily affirmed, that the Saints departed are 
not yet admitted to the ſight of God, but are only 
kept in certain hidden receptacles in the full enjoy- 
ment of Peace and Reſt, till the general Reſurrection : 
this they have not only afferted in ſo many words, and 

G 2 endea- 


p. 998. 
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that denying the Foundation, they can't be ſuppoſed 


to grant the DoQrine built upon 1t. No fewer than 


Eighteen Fathers, by the Rowaniſts own Confeſſion, 
are of this opinion ; and though they ſhould be-mifta- 
ken, as their great Cardinal thinks they were, and en- 
deavours to prove, yet it's enough to our preſent pur- 
poſe, that they did not hold the one, and therefore 
could neither teach nor prattiſe the other. 

2. One chief Argument which the Primitive Fathers 
uſed to prove the Divinity of the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt againſt the Arrians and Macedonians , was the 
Catholick practice of the Church in Praying to them; 
which would not have been of any force , had they 
believed that any Creatures , though never ſo highly 
exalted in Nature and Condition, might have had that 
Honour payed unto them. They tell us frequently in 


their Writings, that when the Goſpel directs us to in- 
Orig. 1.8. in Vocate the Son and Holy Ghoſt in conjunQtion with the 
£94]. a Ron. Father, it proves them tobe true God, that Invocation 
Athan. 0rat.g. ſuppoſing them every-where to be preſent when they are 


entre Arria- jnvok'd, and that Omnipreſence being the ſole pro- 


perty of God. For the ſame reaſon, when the Arras, 
who conceived Chriſt to be no more than an excellent 
and God-like Creature, did yet pray unto him, the 
Catholicks accuſed them of Idolatry. Had the Ca- 
tholicks at the ſame time praCtiſed the Invocation of 
Saints, the charge might have been returned with 
reater force upon themſelves, and whatever could have 

n thought of by the Catholicks to excuſe them- 
ſelves from that guilt , might with more ſtrength 
have 


[50] Mp es 1 
Ire, 1.5. 6-31. endeavoured to prove, from our. Saviours Soul being in 
Paradiſe, which they will not have to be the higheſt 
| Heaven; but thinking them in a condition not yet ful- 
Chryo. Tom.s, ly and compleatly happy, inſtead of Invocating them, 
cid pray for their farther Bliſs and Conſummation. - So 
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have been urged by the 4rrians in their behalf. Had 
the Catholicks replied, as the Romani/ts do now, that 
though they did pray to the. bleſſed Spirits, yet they 
did not do it with that Soveraign, . dire, and final 
Prayer, nor with thoſe ſublimeſt Thoughts and In- 
tentions of Honour, wherewith they did addreſs to 
God; but only with indire&, ſubaltern, and relative 
Prayer,..and with no higher Intentions of Honour to 
them, than what is proportioned to the excellencies of 
their finite nature ; the Arrians might have returne ' 
upon them with great advantage: even after the ſame 
manner, Sirs, and with the fame due limitations, da 
we Invocate. the Man Chriſt Feſus; and whilſt we. da 
no more but ſo, we have more reaſon. for what we do 
than you can have, ſince Chriſt is confeſſedly ſuperi- 
our to all Creatures, and conſequently deſerves at. leaſt 
as great-an Honour to be paid to him as unto any, the 
higheſt amongſt them ;;. though. we do not think, him 
God equal with the- Father, yet- the Scripture aſſures 
us, he ts exalted far above all Angels, Principalities, and 
Powers, and every name which is, named in Fgaven and 
Earth ; and though, we may. not. honour the. Son. in 
the ſame high degree with an, as of ;cquality as we do 
the Father, yet the' Scripture.enjoyns us: to do it. with 
the ſame kind of Honour, with. an as of ſimilitude. and 
likeneſs : and this is more than can be ſaid in defence of 
that Honour and Invocation - you, offer to Saints and 
Angels. da or 6 Lamar th Winn 

3. Becauſe the Fathers condemned the Heathens as.- 
guilty of Idolatry for Invocating their Demons. or infe- 
riour Deities, which in a manner is the fame with the 
Romiſh Invocation of Angels and Saints. -'Fhis has been ,, 


I. 


nvincibly proved againſt the Romani/ts by agreat Light pres Lg 


of our. Church, who hath made the Parity and Agree- 
ment betwixt them to be very obvious ;. as, 
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y. In the Obje& of their Invocation, the Heathens 
had' one Supream”God, and a multitude of Inferiour 
Deities; - the Romaniſts have allo; beſides one God a- 
bove all, ' * multitude of” Angels and Saints departed. 
ſt may bethe vulgar and ordinary People might miſtake 
for their Gods, Fupiter of Crete, Mars, Venus, Vulcan, 
Bacchus, perſons that -had been famous for Lewdneſ 


and Adulteries ;'and if: they did, it's to' be feared' not 1 

much better an account” can be given'of many of the G 
canonized Saints in the Church of Rowe: but the wiſer Ml © 

fort had far different apprehenſions of their Deities, * 

' they ſaid and believed the ſame of the Supream God, Ml © 

Plot. Exn. 5. ag/ Chriſtians do, That he made the whole World, and _ 
pL ad 5" vir, Jees all things; that he wants neither Power, nor Will, nor wx 
Thal. p. 24: Knowledge to make his Providence concerned'in' the leaſt Bi 
Senec. F?- 33: things; That neither the Ations nor the very Thoughts "Sa 
of mens minds can be hid from him. *- 


'- Actordingly we find St. Paul affirming of the Hes 
thetis; That they knew God, afcribing to the' Heathens Fw W, 
piter, the Being the Creator of all things; fo he'told BY +. 
Ars 19, the Athenians, Him whom ye ignorantly worſhip, declare Wl \.. 

T unto you, God that made the World, and the Being the 


Rom. I. 20» 


Father of al Mankind, when” he faid in the words of i =” 
one” of their Poets, for we are all his Offſpring. Andi 


then for their Inferiour Deities, there is fo very little Bi .... 
—_— betwixt them and the Angels and Saints In-W ;. 
vocated by the Church of Rowe, that it ſeems to be f 
St. Auſt. d Only in name. Accor Saint Auſtin confeſt, that il - f 
Civit. Dti.1-9. the Platoxifts did affirm the ſame things of their good ;.... 
OM! Dizmons, \ as Chriſtians did of the bleſſed Angels ; did 
they diſtinguiſh their Inferiour Deities into ſuch Spirits ſow 
4pul. ds Deo.. AS were by Death delivered from the Body, and ſuch 
Socr-þ40.Ce. ag 'never had any, into ſuch as always lived 1n Hes 
«12.4.2: ven, and ſuch whoſe merits had advanced them thi- 
ther ; how exatly doth. this ſute with the difference 
givel 
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given by Romaniſts betwixt Angels and Saints departed, 
and the reaſon of their Worſhipping of them, The Spz- 
ritual and Heavenly Nature of the one, and the Merits 
of the other 8 © 9) T -5990931208 3803 0g 

_ 2. In the Office aſcribed to- them. The'employ- 
ment the Heathens put upon their Demons, was to cars 
ry up the Prayers of Men to'God'; and what they had 


"I mediately ro converſe wirh Men, they lookt upon theſe 
" Wl as Advocates and Mediators betwixt God at Men, and 


. as Intercefſors and Procarers of their defired Bleffings ; 
4 I -od is nor this the fame thing the Church of Rane fays, 


« Ml *ouching the Office.of Angels and bleſſed Spirits 'm 

WW behalf of Men, ſuch as” d6'ſollicite God for them, and 
by their more prevailing Merits and Intereſt in God, 
obtain of him what they themfelves pray for ? 

3- In that which they make the Fopndation of their 
Warſhip' and Invocation to then; v4. a' iniiddle fort of 
Excellency Betwixt. God and Men ;, fo faid 'the Hes: 
thens] that there Were a, ſort of BeiripF bettfeen God 
and Men that participated of both Natures, abd'that by 
means-of rhofe intermediate Beings an intercourſe was 
maintained betwixt Heaven and Earth. ; 'and'\as*God 
as fo be Workhipt for tim{et, {6 rhe 6ihet, 60 
Loved and Honoured for his ſake, as behly Goa's by way 
of participation, © as likeſt to him, as his Vicars, and as Re- 
concilers betiixt them : And is not this the, declared 
reafan Why the Chytch. of Rome" gives Religious Wore 
ſhip. to Hy and depart ASS 03: 2a]s ifs belle 
ſit of 'worth and excellenty that if ty them, that's net- 
ther infinite, az the Divine, nor ſo low. as the YJumane ; 
bur Spititual and Supernatural, whereby ppreaiing 
near” ro'rhe Dikjnity ; they have, great intereff in rhe 
Court bf PtaaVen, nd IO ab Cafe” fold Hr 


Damons, 


obtained, to bring back to Men ; imagining the Sus Aug. de Civ. 
pream God to be of too puxe-and fablime 2 nature; ims P% {8. c.18, 
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$7248 Demons, to be prayed-unto to be favourable and pro- 
pitious to,us.'  So.exatt you ſee is the Parallel betwixt 
them; Now .agaivſt this Demor-Worſhip the Fathers 
replied, that wbatever great and ſupernatural Excel. 
lencies were*to be found-in: the Spirits above,. ought 


irideed to have an Acknowledgement and Honour paid 
to.them both in Mind gd Action, proportioned and 
_ .. commenſurate to ſuch Excellencies ; but yet they were 
....| Not to be. eſteemed inwardly..as Gods, nor to be wor- 
ſhipt . with any outward A of Religious Worſhip, 
be. it erecting Altars, making Vows, or putting up 
Prayers, to. them, as if they were ſuch: For all and 
every part of that was ſolely due to God, and not to 
be given, to- any the: higheſt created Excellency, . . As 
. you may ſee their mjnds more fully in the. fiext par- 
ticular.: £,.....-: | PST es ns 
4. The Fathers poſitively aſſert, that none but God 

ought to be Invocated. 
ten. Ep. ad +, And the firſt ſhall, mention is that advice which x: 
Philadelph. atgus gave the Virgins of his time, not to-dire&t-theu 
Prayers and Supplications to any, but only to the Bleſ- 
ſ:d Trinity. Oh ye Virgins, have Chriſt alone before your 
Eyes, and his Father in your Prayers, being inlightned 
by the Spirit. | 


,.:Lrengyg in bis Firſt Book taking notice of ſome per- 
ſons, who-had. entertained ſirange fancies concerning 
the Power of Angels, and, accordingly gave Divine 

Tre, 1.2-.57- Worſhip to. them, tells us. plainly, that the DoQrine 
and PraCtice of the Church in bis days was far other- 
wiſe, and that throughout the World, it did nothing by In- 
vocation of Angels, nor by Incantations, ny peg and mi 
nifeſtly direfls her Prayers to God who made all, and call | 
upon the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. Feuardentiu 


in his Notes upon the placg, would have the words of 
the Father to be underſtood only of Prayers made by | 
: | OR A 
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Evil Men to Evil Spirits and Angels ; but then why 
did not the Father expreſs it ſoz Why does he exclude 
all Angels, without diſtin&ion, from Divine Worſhip, 
when he ſays, The whole Church every where called only 
pon God and his Son Chriſt Jeſus. 

Eyuſebius 1n his Hiſtory hath ſet down a long Prayer 
of the Holy Martyr Polycarp, which he uttered at the 
time of his ſuffering, wherein there is not any one Pe- 


tition put up to Saints, but every one directed to 
God through the Mediation of Chriſt, cloſing his 


Prayer with this Doxology ; Therefore in all things 7 Exſtb1.q-c.1 5. 


Praiſe thee, I Bleſs thee, I Glorifie thee through the E- 
ternal Prieſt Feſus Chriſt thy beloved Son, to whom with 
thee, Oh Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory now and 


, for ever. 


To which' we may” add, what alſo is recorded by 
the ſame Author, that when the Church of Smyrna 
deſired the Body of their Martyred Biſhop to give it 
an Honourable Interment, and was denied it by the 
Governour, upon the unworthy ſuggeſtion of the Fews, 
that they would Worſhip it, they thus replied: We 
can never be induced to Worſhip any other but Chriſt, 
him being the Son of God we adore ; others, as Martyrs 
and his fincere Diſciples, we worthily love and reſpef. 
Aad that which here deſerves a particular obſervation, 
is what the Learned Primate of Armah hath pointed 


out to us, viz. that what in the Original Greek is owCiv, Zr paſtor. 


TE " M34 uy 3 gs. - +1 M. S. 7. Ka- 
Relizjouſly to Worſhip, is in the Latin Edition that was J* 57; K4- 


wont to be read in all the Churches of the Weſt, ren- 86. zi. $4: 


'OMES 1110 impart the $ 1, 1150. &* Dom. 
dred precem orationss impendere, to imp upplica- 16%. & Dom 


tion of Prayer. | 


The next Teſtimony I ſhall produce, is that of 0r7- 


gen, Whois is very full to this purpoſe ; in his Writings 


againſt Celſus, he tells us, * We muſt endeavour to pleaſe 
God alone, and labour to have him propitious to us, procu- 


H | ring 
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ring bis good will with Godlineſs, and all kind of Virtue ; 
ay if Celſus wilt have us to procure the good will of any 
others after him that is God over all, let hin confider, 
that as when the Body is moved, the motions of the ſha- 
dow thereof doth follow it ; ſo in like manner, having God 
favourable to us, who 1s over all, 3t followeth, that we 
ſhall have all his Friends, both Angels and Spirits, loving 
tous : And whereas Ce/ſus had faid of the Angels, thar 
they belong to God, and in that reſpet were to be 
Prayed unto, that they .may be favourable to us, he 
thus ſharply replies; Away with Celſus's Counſel, ſaying 
that we muſt Pray. to Angels, for we- muſt Pray to him 
who is God over all, and we muſt Pray to the Word of 
God, his only begotten Son, and the firſt born of all Crea- 
tures, and we muſt intreat him, that he as Fligh-Prief? 
would preſent our Prayer unto his God and our God, And 
when Celſus objefted that the Chriſtians did not keep 
to ther own Ruleof Praying to, and Worſhipping none 
but- God, ſince they gave L ſame Honour to Chriſt, 
whom they knew to be a Man; he replies, That Chriſt. 
was God as well as. Man, one with the Father, and proves 
it from Miracles, and Propheſies, and Precepts, that this 
Honour was givento him tobe Worſhipt as they Wor- 
ſhipt the Father. : 

Had Celſus objeted, that the Chriſtians Worſhipt 
Angels and Saints departed, it had been laid right, - 
and would have born, hard upon them, and he had 
inferred ſtrongly , that they might. as well Worſhip 
their Inferiour Deities ;* but Celſus objets no ſuch 
thing, (but only their Worſhipping of Chriſt, which 
Origen was well provided to anſwer;) and this is an 
evident Proof that the Chriſtians were not guilty of it. 
Had: there been but the leaſt ground to ſulpe& them 
for it, it would have been ſo-hugely ſerviceable to his 
Cauſe., and with ſa much force have rebounded back. 


upon 
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upon the Chriſtians, that it's not to be imagined fo ig- 
duſtrious and ſpightful an Adveriary' a Celſus, would 
and Triumph, 


have omitted, with the greateſt In 
to have laid'it at their Door, 

To theſe we might add the Suffrages of many more, «+. Cyprian. 
who have written ſet Treatiſes of Prayer, teaching us 
to regulate all our Prayers þ a that moſt perfet Pattern 
of our Lords, and ever to direft our Petitions to our Hea- 
venly Father only. | | 

Gregory Nyſſen ſaith, we are taught to Worſhip and $on e3. 
Adore that Nature only that's ancreated. —rogigmomp 

Athanaſius, That God only is to be Worſhipped, that 04.5 cont. 
the Creature is not to Adore the Creature. Arrian. 

St. Auſtin lays expreſly, That the Saints are to be Ho- De ver. Rilig. 
noured for imitation, not to be Adored for Religion ; that 7,55, woes 1 
at the Communion-Table they. were named, but not Invo- Ep. 42. 
cated. And again, you ſee 'the Head of the moſt re- | 
nowned Empire ſlooping with. his Diadem , and Pray- 
ing at the Sepulchre of Peter the Fiſher-man, namely, 
it's to God himſelf that he Prays, though at the Tomb of 
Peter. 

Epihanius reproving, as he calls it, the Womens Hes Heres. 79. ad- 
reſie, who were wont to offer upa Cake to the Bleſſed **- Colyriai- 
Virgin, hath theſe words : Let Mary be in Honour, but ©” 
let the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be Worſhip- 
ped. And to ſhew us what a very ill opinion he had 
of 'that at leaſt ſuperſtitious Pra&tice, he ſix times re- 
peats in that Tra&t, Maciar wnd\is axggownim, Let no Man 
Adore Mary. | 

To name no more ; Tertwllian in his Apology for 4je.. «. 5:8. . 
the Chriſtians, thus expreſſes himſelf, after he had ſet 3% 2, 3- 
down the many great Bleſſings the Chriſtians thought 
themſelves ever obligedto beg for their Emperours : 

As long Life, and Valiant Arms, and a Faithful Senate, 
and Loyal Subjets, and a peaceable Reign ; theſe things, 
Mz * ſaith 


[58] et FRI 
faith he, 7 may not pray for from any other but from him, 
f whom I he 4 ſhal, { os this, becauſe both it is he 
who is alone able to give, and I am he to.whom it apper- 


tains to obtain that which is requeſted, being his Servant 
who obſerve him alone. 


_— 


— 
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VII. That the Doftrine and Praftice of Saint-Invocation 
is Impious and Idolatrous. 


His, I think, will be fully made out from theſe 
three particulars, 

I. This aſcribes to Angels and Saints the Attributes 
and Perfetions that are tolely proper and peculiar to 
God, viz. his Omniſcience and Omnipreſence ; for, not 
only, when Mental Prayers, as the Church of Rome 
dire&s, but (ſince the bleſſed Spirits above can't be ſup- 
poſed to eſpouſe the Cauſe of an inſincere Votary) when 
vocal Prayers alſo are offered up to them, it ſuppoſes 
them privy to the very thoughts, and acquainted with 
the Hearts of Men ; again, when innumerable Pray- 
ers and Supplications from millions of places at the 
greateſt diſtance' from one another, are at the ſame 
time immediately put up to them, it ſuppoſes in like 
manner, that they are preſent in all places, and at the 
fame time can give Audience to all their Petitioners. 
Now what more or greater can be ſaid. of God ? _ Is 
not this that infinite Knowledge, rhat Omnipreſent 
Power, and never abſent Nature that the Scriptures 
ſolely attribute to the Creator of all things, and have 
denied to any of the higheſt Form of the Creatures ? 
And although I will not undertake to deſcribe to you 
the exact bounds and 'meaſures of the Angelical Na- 
ture and PerfeCtions, how perſpeCtive their Knowledge 
1s, how piercing their Underſtanding, how ſwift 

| _ + their 


—— . . 
their Mgtion ; yet, ſure I am, that neither they nor 
any other the moſt elevated part of Gods Creation,can 
by their own natural Power know the Hearts of Men, 
and bein all places at one inſtant of time, | It is God 
alons whoſe Underſtanding is infinite, who looks down 
from Heaven, and beholds all the ways of the Sons of 
Men ; Ee, even he knoweth all the Hearts of the Chil. 1 King. 8. 27. 
dren of Men. *Tis he that ſeeth in ſecret. And, God yy, «, . 
challenges it as a peculiar to himſelf ; 7he Heart is de- 
ceitful above all things. and deſperately wicked,who can know 7,y, 17. 9,10, 
it 2 I the Lord ſearch the Heart, and try the Reins. By 
this Argument the Fathers triumph over the Arrzaxs 
and Macedonians, in proving the Divinity of the Son 
and the Holy Ghoſt ; which yet would, have been no 
Argument at all, had not.this Knowledge, been an. In- 
communicable PerfeXion in the Divine Nature. | 

But it's ſaid, that it's God indeed that only vatural- 
ly, and of himſelf, knows the Hearts of Men ; but this 
hinders not, but that.others, his Saints and Angels may 
know them by Communication from him,”vzz. either 
by Revelation from God, or by. the Beatifick Viſion, 
Seeing all things in God who ſees all things. 
* In anſwer to this, not to mention, how 1t contradias 
the expreſs words of Scripture, winch, without any di- 
{tintion-. or limitation, does as. plainly aſſert as words 
can do it, That God only knows the Heart ; not to men- 
tion the many Diſputes the Romaniſts have among 
themſelves which way is to be choſen-as the moſt pro- 
bable, and after what manner in either way this Know- 
ledge is derived and paſt from God to them; theſe 
things may be faid, = 

1. That God hath no-where declared. that he hath 
Communicated this Priviledge and Prerogative of his 
Nature to Saints and Angels, or that he does any way 
make viſible. or known, to, them the Hearts and by 

; : 


12 Chron. 34- 
28, 


"Eccl. 9. 5. 


-2 Kings 2+ 9: 
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, Requeſts of Men ; and now, if what is not ff Faith is 


Sin, we having no Text of Scriprure to build our Faith 
upon in this particular, muſt of neceſſity fih in Pray- 
ing to them on that ſuppoſition, and commit that very 
fin too, which we doubt whether we ſo doing, commit 
or no ; nay, the ſilence of the Scripture in this particu- 
lar, has in a manner determined the point, and we may 
conclude, that the moſt jealous God has reſerved the 
Honour of Invocation to himſelf alone, ſince he has nc- 
where given us the leaſt hint or intimarion of leave, to 
Pray to them. a 
2. We are informed in Scripture, that. the Saints de- 
parted do not particularly know or mind what's done 
here below : God tells Joſiah, Thou ſhalt be gathered to 
thy Grave in Peace, atither ſhall thine Eyes f.4 the Evil 
I will bring upon this place. The Dead know not any 
thing, that is, of the Aﬀairs of this World, faith the 
Preacher. His Sons come to Honoar, and he knoweth it 
wot ; and they are brought low, and be only: Gi it not of 
them, ſays Fob, of Man in the other State. When 
Elijah was about to, þe taken up into Heaven, he thus 
ſpake to Eliſha: Ask what thou wilt, before I am taken 
from thee. Strongly implying, that when he was once 
gone, 'twas in vain to ask any think of him. E/jab 


was immediately taken up into Heaven, made no ſtay 


by the way in Limbo, as the Romaxiſts themſelves a- 
gree ; being in Heaven, his Love to Eliſha could not be 
orgot, nor his Intereſt in God leſſened, but rather both 
by being exalted thither, very much increaſed and 
augmented : fo that no reaſon can be Sora why he 


ſhould limit and fix. his making his defires known to 


him to the time of his abode with him on Earth, but 
only this, bis Perſwaſion that. in the other State he 


fhould not be capable ta hear his Requeſt, and fo all 
his future Addrefſes to him would be ineffeual. k, 
| t 
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doth not know us, and_-Iſrael i ignorant of us : from 
whence St. Auſtin concludes, That if thoſe pu Menu 


theſe. we may add that known place'in-/ſatah, Abraham 14. 53. 18. 


St. Auſt. de tu- 
ra pro morte. 


and Founders of their Nation, were ignorant of what was & 13: 


done in after- Ages to their Poſterity, why ſhould the Dead 
be thought ina: condition to know or help their ſurviving 
Friends in what they do; | 
3.-They that will have God acquaint particular Saints 
and Angels with thoſe Petitions that are put up to 
them, impoſe a very ſervile and diſhonourable Office 
on God; and as ſometimes they will have us, out of 
diſcretion and humility go to God by Saints and Angels, 
as Men make their way to a Prince by his Favourites ; 
now they make the King and his Subjects to change 
places, and God is ſent to wait on them with the 
Requeſts of their Votaries, What can be more ſtrange- 
ly ridiculous, than this Poſition of theirs > That the 
Petitioners muſt firſt make his ſute to Angels and Saints, 
then God muſt tell thoſe Angels and Saints both the 
Perſon that Prays, and the Boon he Prays for, then 
the Angels or Saints muſt back again and preſent them 
toGod. Or, when any one addreſſes to an Angel or 
vaint, to ſupplicate the Blefſed Virgin in his behalf, 
God muſt firſt tell this Angel or Saint the Contents 
of the Addreſs, then he.muſt Poſt to the Bleſſed Vir- 
in, ſhe upon the firſt notice of it muſt have recourſe - 
to her Son, and he upon the motion of his -Mother, 
repair to his. Father, to -preſent; that Requeſt to him 
hich he himſelf firſt revealed. But is not this an in- - 
erable affront to God, and an intollerable abuſe. of 
temſelves, to ſend the moſt high God on the Errands . 
it his Creatures, and to apply themſelves to broken Ci- - 
erns, when they. may direaly- go to the Fountain it 
lt of all Bleſſings 2 | 
| 4» Neither. 


I Coy. 2.11, 


Eph. 3. IO. 


1 Pet. I. 12. 


Mat. 24+ 36. 
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4. Neither can the Angels and Spirits above, know 


the Hearts and Petitions of their Supplicants any more 


by vertue of the ſight of God, than by Revelation.from 
him ; this fond Opinion depends upon this Romzſh Gin- 
ole,7hat ſeeing God they muſt in him ſee all things that in 
Idea are contained in him : But docs nor: the Scripture 
aſſure us, Tha# no one knows the things of God, but the 
Spirit of God that is in him £ Do they not tell us, how 
ignorant the Angels were of the great Myſtery of Mans 
Redemption,notwithſtanding their nearneſs to God, and 
beholding his Face, 7/l it was made known to them by the 
Church. Does not our Saviour let us know that he 
himſelf, as Man, though his Humanity was Hypoſta- 
tically united to the Divinity, did not pretend to know 
all the Councils.and Purpoſes of God ? + Mw, of the 
day of Judgment, he ſays, Of that day and hokr Knoweth 
no Man, no not the Angels,but the Father only. 'Why then 
ſhould it be thought credible that the Bleſſed Spirits a- 
bove, by beholdinfs Gods Face, do in that Glaſs of the 
Divinity ſee all things and tranſaQions that are done, 
and hear all Prayers and Petitions that are made by the 
Sons of Men 2 . 

2. This Doftrine and Prattice is highly derogatory 
from the Glory of God, as Governour of the World. 
God is the great Lord of Heaven and Earth ; all thatwe 
are, and all that we have, we derive from him; we are 
upheld by his Power, and maintained by his Bounty 
and Goodneſs; Tn him we live, and move, and haw 
our being ; he gives to all, life and breath, and all things: 
he numbers the Hairs of our Head, paints the Lillies df 
the Field beyond the Glory of So/owon, feeds the young 
Ravens-that call upon him, takes care of -Sparrows 
much more of Man, who is ofa more worthy and 
excellent Nature, much more yet of Nations anc 
Kingdoms, who conſiſt of multitudes of Men linkt to 


gethet 
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- What is this, as our Church _ her Homily exprefles 
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gether by Taws and Government ; and, thongh ſome- 
times 'when he pleaſes, he makes uſe of the Miniſtry 
of Angels, and makes them the Inſtruments of his'Pro- 
yidence towards the Sons of Men, yet he has no-where 
told us, that he hath divided to them, much leſs to 
Saints departed,;their ſeveralProvinces, orſfet them their 
particular-tasks, that he has made them Preſidents over 
fuch'Countries or Cities, Patrons and Guardians over 
ſuch Perſons or profeſſions, that he has given them a 


Power over ſuch and ſuch Maladies and Diſeaſes ; bur, 


has reſerved the Power of diſpenſing his Kindneſles 


where, to whom, and in what meaſure, in his own 


hands ; and therefore all our-truſt and confidence ought 
intirely to be placed in God, all our Thanks and Praiſes 
are due to him, and he alone is to be acknowledged as 
the Author and Donor of all our Bleſſings ; but now 
from that Preſidentſhip and Prote&ion, that Power 


and Patronage, that the Romaniſts intruding into thoſe Col. 2. 18. 


* * 


things ' they have not ſeen, without ſufficient ground, 
aſcribe to Angels and Saints, over particular Kingdoms, 
Perſons, and in particular Caſes and Circumſtances, 
( though as Sabſtitutes under God ) ariſes naturally 
ſome degree of truſt and confidence in them, fome 
debt of Homage and Praiſe to them, and it's well if 
the perſon obliged looks any higher in his returns of 
Love and Thankfulneſs, than to that particular Angel 
or Saint he prayed to, and from whoſe deputed Pow- 
er and Authority he thinks he received his deliverance ; 
and what is this but to rob God of the Honour of be- 
ing fole Governour of the World, and to make ſome 
of his Creatures who areino leſs beholding to him for 
their ſubſiſtence, than the reſt, to partake *with him 
of that Truft and AﬀeGion, that Homage and Sub- 
x&ion, thatis wholly due to him from all his Creatures? 


it, 


Fer. 17. $, 9 


Eſa. $5: 8, 9. 
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it, But a turning from the Creator to the Creature £ Cur- 
ſed is Man that truſteth in Man, ſays the Prophet, and 
for the ſame reaſon in any Finite and Created Being, 
becauſe in what degree he does ſo, in the ſame does his 
Heart depart from God ; but bleſſed is the Man that tru- 
fteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord is. - 

What low and mean conceptions of God have thoſe 
Men, who think his Government of the World muſt 
be modelled and . conformed to a Princes Government 
over his Kingdom; and becauſe, he being but a Man, 
and ſo not able in perſon to hear all Complaints, and 
redreſs all Grievances, appoints Subſtitutes under him, 
Judges and Magiſtrates to do it, therefore God muſt 
do 7 too; whereas there is an infinitely wider diſtance 
betwixt the Wiſdom, and Knowledge, and Goodneſs, 
and Power of God, and thoſe of the moſt accompliſhe 
Governour, than there is betwixt the height of Hea- 
ven and the loweſt centre of the Earth ; My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither. are your ways my ways, 
faith the Lord, for as the Heaven? are higher than the 
Earth, ſo are my ways higher than your ways, and my. 
thoughts than your thoughts. The wiſeſt Monarch on 
Earth falls infinitely. ſhort of the Perfe&tions of God, 
his Knowledge is but ſhort, his Power ſmall, and there- 
fore cannot poſſibly, without the information and aſs 
ſiſtance of others; extend the influences of his Govern- 
ment over all his Subjets ; did he' not make uſe of 


' more Eyes and more Hands than his own, the Com- 


plaints of ſome would be altogether negle&ed, and the 
cauſe of others not rightly judged, his miſtakes would 
be innumerable, and his Wings too ſhort to cheriſh and 
foſter, to ſhelter and-cover every.corner of his Realm : 
But could he a& with that plenitude- of Wiſdom, and 
Knowledge, and Power, that is in God, all then might 
have acceſs to his Perſon , either immediately, or by 
his 
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his Son , that s of like Nature and Power with 
him , and no Man fear the being ſent back unheard, 
or the having his Cauſe miſ-judged, the not having 
Juſtice done him, or Mercy in a compaſſionable caſe 
with-held from him ; Gods Wiſdom is never wearied 
with ſeeing, nor his Power tired with aQting in the 
World, ſuppoſing the affairs of the World to be infi- 
nite, which they are not, yet God is infinite too, and 
now an infinite God can with as much eaſe manage 
and govern an infinite number of Afﬀairs, as one Wiſe 
Man can 'prudently manage one Afﬀair, Infinite bear- 
ing the ſame proportion to Infinite, as one does to 
one. 

The ſame fancy likewiſe of making.the Court of 
Heaven reſemble Princes Courtson Earth,hath brought 
forth that Excuſe in the Romiſh Supplicants, that it's 
out of an humble ſenſe of their own Unworthinelſs, 
and an awful regard to the” Infinite Majeſty of God, 
that they addreſs to him, as Earthly SubjeQts to their 
King, not immediately to himſelf, but by the Media- 
tion of Angels and Saints, thoſe Courtiers and Favou- 
rites of Heaven. But what Wiſe Man.on Earth, who is 
abundantly fatisfied of the readineſs and ability of his 
Prince to help him,and hath free leave given him onany 
occaſion to come, immediately or by his Son,' to him, 
will chuſe to wave this freedom of acceſs,and apply him- 
ſelf to ſome inferiour Officer and Favourite, ( of whoſe 
Power and Intereſt he is not ſo well aſſured ) either to 
relieve him himſelf, or to procure relief of the King for 
him? This is our Caſe,God is of infinite Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs and Power, every way able on all occaſions to 
afford ſutable aids and ſupplies to the wants of his Crea- 
tures, hath not only allowed, but commanded all to 
call upon him in the day of trouble, - to pour oat their com- 
Paints to bim, hath over m over promiſed 70 _ 
| 2 ERCLY 
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their Prayers', and to anſwer them, hath. appointd his 
own Son, God with himſelf, the Maſter, of Requeſts, 
from time to: time to-receive all the Petitions of, his 
 SubjeRs, and bothr the one and: the other are infinite» 
fy more able, and infinitely more willing to hear and 
ſuccour them, than the Beſt and Wiſeſt and moſt Pow- 
\ erful of all Created Beings; and, ſhall we now -be 
| afraid, to: take the liberty that God. hath given us ? 
Shall. we call that. Impudence, which: God hath made 
aur Duty > Whilſt we pretend Humility, ſhall we 
. forfeit our Allegiance 2 and: diſtruſt his. Promiſes, and 
ſuſpe& the. Goodneſs of his, Nature, for fear of. being 
too ſawcy and too bold with his Perſon ? To this pre» 
tence: of voluntary! Humility, the Fathers long, face, 
particularly St. Ambroſe and: St. Chryſo/tom, gave a ſatis« 
fa&ory anſwer ; St, Ambroſe, or whoever* was, the, Au» 
thor of thoſe Commentaries that go: under - his-name, 
5k; Rem. 21, Obſerving that the Heathens. uſed! the fame Apology 
for going to: their: Gods: by their inferiour Deities, as 

the: Romaniſts do:now for their addreſling, to. God, b 

Saints and: Angels, namely,, 4s Men go ta. the King 

hu Gourtiers, out of Iumility and: a: deep, ſenſe. of the ins 
fmite' diſtance; betwixet: God and thew, calls it a; miſerable 
excuſe, and adds, is avy Man ſo mad and regardleſs. of 
hinifelf,. ta give the Honour due to. the King, to. any.of bu 
Courtiers, which if a Man does, he's condemned of Trea- 
ſon? And yet they think themſelves nat guilty, who. giue 
the Honour due. to God's Name, to a Creature,. and. farſa» 
hing.God, Adore their Fellow-Servants, as though 


2 


greater than that, were reſerved far God hi 
therefore we goto a King Poo Yr a and SE - 
cenſe the Keng is. but a Man, who knows not of himſelf 
mban: to-employ in bis publick affairs ( without informa, 
tien from athers.). Aut: mth: God. it is: otherwiſe, far 
nating is hid: from: bims,. he. knows: the, deſarts. of. every 
one 
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ont, and therefore. wer need: no Spokeſ-naan but a Dewout - 
mind, fer mhexſoever ſuch an one ſhall ſpeak to him, he will 
anſwer him. St, Chryſoſtom alſo: oftemtothe fame pur- St.chry. Sem 
poſe, denies the way of our coming to God to be like oa by on s 
the manner of Kings Courts; When thou haſt need, faith pſt. 4. 5.524- 
he, to ſue unto a King, thou art forced firſt ta apply to? 803. 
bis favourites and go a: great way about ; but with God 
there is. no. ſuch thing, be. is intreated without an Inter- 
ceſſor , it ſufceth onely,. that thou. cry in thine Heart, 
and bring tears with thee, and-entrivg in ſtraightway, 
th [| draw. him. unto thee : Aid for example 
hereof,. he. ſets. before ts. the: Woman. of Canaan ; She 
entreated. not James, ſhe beſeeched: nat-John, neither did' 
ſoe-go to. Peter, But brake through the Crowd to Chriſt 
himſelf, ſaying, I have: no need of . a Mediator, but taking 
Repentance. with. me to recommend me, 1 come to the Foun- 
taw-it-ſelf ; for this. cauſe did he deſcend; far this caſe 
did he.tqke: Flaſh, that I. might have. the beldnefs ta ſpeak 
wnto him; I have no need of a Mediator, have thou Mercy 
0 me. 
3. It's highly. injurious. to the Honour of Chriſt, as - 
the only Mediator God: has appointed betwixt God 
2nd Man, God, as. the Reward of the unſpotted In- - 
nocency of his Life, and. pexfeft Obedience of his Death, 
exalted him to the right-hand of: Majeſty and. Glory, 
beſtowed a mediatorious Kingdom. on: him,. inveſted - 
him with all Power in Heaven and. Earth, and gave » - 
him Authority to receive and. anſwer the Prayers of 
his People. Jeſus whom. ye flew: and banged on a Tree, yn; ,; 
bins. hath. God. exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour. 
t all the Houſe of Wrael know-afſuredly, that that ſame 43; x. - 
eſus whom ye 'Crucified, God hath: made. both: Lord nnd + : 
Chriſt. He humbled op rar yecins obedient unto the pyji, 2, g. - 
Death, even: the: Death of the.Crofs, wberefore God bath 
bighly exalted hins,; and. given him a name which. is above 
" 
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every name, that at the name of Feſus every Knee ſhould 
$ow, and every Ty ongue confeſs that Feſus is the Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father. So that now to make 
- more Mediators than Chriſt, 1s not onely to under. 
value his all-ſufficient Merits, ta diſtruſt his never:-fail. 
ing Intereſt and Power with God, but alſo to invade that 
Honour and Royalty that God hath conferred on him 
alone; by giving to Angels and Saints the ſame Power, 
they give them the ſame Honour too, and Chriſt is 
robbed of both, whilſt others are made to divide with 
him. But to which of the Angels or Saints departed, 
faid God at any time, Sit thou on my right hand ti 
make interceſſion for Men £ Of which of them has he 
at any time affirmed, as he has done of Chriſt, He i; 
.able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come to God 
him, ſeeing he ever lives to make Interceſſion for men ? 
That if any Man fin, he is an Advocate with the Fi 
ther for him ? Or whatſoever ye ſhall ask the Father in 
is Name, it ſhall be given you? Certainly, they who 
. will have Angels and Saints Mediators betwixt God 
and Men, ought to produce a Commiſſion ſigned by 
God or his Son Jeſus, to conſtitute them ſuch ; but this 
they are-no more able to do, than they are to mal 
a grant of ſuch Power and Honour themſelves to them 
Tr's true,the bleſſed Spirits above are faid to ſtand about 
the Throne 'of God, and the Holy Angels to behold 
” HisFace; and as the Honour of a Princes increaſed b 
the number of his Attendants, ſo is our Lords exaltatior 
rendered the more Glorious by thoſe ten thoufan 
times ten thouſand that Miniſter unto him; but yet it! 
never faid, They fit at Gods right hand, or live for ev 
to make Interceſſion for us ; and having no ſuch deleg; 
tion of Power from God for this Office, the Honor 
and Worſhip that belongs to it, can't begiven'to then 
without manifeſt Wrong and Sacriledge to Chriſt, wht 


| = 6 
has > The Holy Angels are Gods Miniſtring Spirits; 
and the. Spirits of Juſt Men departed , his Glorified 
le BY Saints ;.. but God hath made Jeſus only Lord and'Chriſt, 
and put all things in Heaven and Earth i» ſubjeftion un- 


gels Flonour him, and let all the Saints fall down before 


m BY 11mm, and all Men Honour the Son even. as they Honour the 
kE Father. Amen. 

j 
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To Conclude, 


Ere-we certain that the Saints departed do now 
reign in Heaven and enjoy the Beatifick Viſt- 
on; and that it was-lawful-to Invocate ſuch as are-un- 
doubtedly Saints, as the Bleſſed Virgin and the Holy 
Apoſtles; yet, methinks, a wary Man ſhould be ſhy, 
and not over-forward to exhibit that Honor toall whom 
the Pope hath Canoniz'd : I cannot for my: heart but 
think, that the Prelates. and Biſhops in King Ferry the | 
Eighth's time had as much reaſon to Unſaint Thomas 
Becket for being a Rebel againſt his Prince, as Pope 
Alexander the Third had to Canonize him for being . 
a Biggot for the Church. What can a ſober Chriſtian 
think of the Saintſhip of fome, who never had any 
being in the World, and of -others who never had any 
goodneſs; many of their Saints. are meer Names, with- 
out Perſons, and many meer Perſons, without Holi- - 
neſs; nay, I am very confident that the greateſt In- 
cendiaries and Diſturbers of the Peace of the World do 
as well deſerve -it as that famous: Pope Hildebrand, or 
Gregory the Seventh. Innumerable might be inſtanc'd 


0, whoſe Saintſhip juſtly falls under great ren ; 
ut, - 


der his feet : of him only hath he faid, Zet all the An: Fobr g. 25: 


| "Biler. dr bear. ted, yer 
Sat. |. 1 ry efrvr >" *. their'at any time is 
6% 6 : ro-miſdake, asTatn tetryſure hots "od 
djce Yoite, rhe Menibets of that Charch ond 
cale,"#tid afe not" only itt danger of Invotatit 
but Devils alio, which is Idolatry witha whenels, 1 l 
by their own' Confeſſion; 
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